
IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

Monday, July 26, 2021 
 
 
I. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 
 FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

1. July 2021 Sales Tax Report reflecting May 2021 sales    
 
 PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

1. Administrative Approvals from July 13, 2021 through July 19, 2021  
2. Action dated Wednesday, July 21, 2021  
 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
1. City of Lincoln’s Annual Tax Increment Financing Report 

 
 LINCOLN TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 

1. StarTran Transit Development Plan  
 
II. CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE 
 1.   South of downtown PDU – John Heineman    
 2.   PUD thoughts from a local resident – Emma lnkgal42@protonmail.com     
 3.   Ensure long term sustainability of Nine-Mile Prairie – Rachel Simpson    
 4.   Nine-Mile Prairie Environs – Lorrie Benson 
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FY 2020-21 Projected vs Actual Net Sales Tax 

2020-21 PROJECTED 2020-21 ACTUAL



           Actual Compared to 
  Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2020-21 2020-21 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FROM 19-20 FROM 19-20
SEPTEMBER $6,325,838 $7,492,398 $1,166,560 $693,111 10.19%

OCTOBER $6,621,779 $7,480,919 $859,140 $401,905 5.68%
NOVEMBER $6,537,834 $7,392,815 $854,981 $281,686 3.96%
DECEMBER $6,292,944 $7,273,404 $980,460 $389,694 5.66%
JANUARY $6,294,730 $5,412,199 ($882,531) ($567,472) -9.49%

FEBRUARY $7,542,765 $8,079,047 $536,282 $49,294 0.61%
MARCH $5,894,467 $6,878,810 $984,343 $611,930 9.76%
APRIL $5,740,899 $6,188,984 $448,085 ($130,335) -2.06%
MAY $6,709,386 $8,346,042 $1,636,656 $2,052,740 32.62%
JUNE $6,338,704 $8,123,438 $1,784,734 $2,340,202 40.47%
JULY $6,445,755 $7,715,676 $1,269,921 $1,478,847 23.71%

AUGUST $6,914,489  
  

TOTAL $77,659,590 $80,383,732 $9,638,631 $7,601,602 10.44%

 
 

Actual collections for the fiscal year to date are 13.62% over projections for the year.
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% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 YEAR 2019-20 YEAR 2020-21 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $6,265,764 $6,386,734 $6,457,192 1.10% $6,927,862 7.29% $7,514,711 8.47%

OCTOBER $6,598,756 $6,811,452 $6,817,440 0.09% $7,116,483 4.39% $7,514,902 5.60%

NOVEMBER $6,471,721 $6,537,754 $6,637,486 1.53% $7,146,575 7.67% $7,422,009 3.85%

DECEMBER $6,128,386 $6,371,026 $6,493,888 1.93% $6,897,823 6.22% $7,316,836 6.07%

JANUARY $6,285,444 $6,432,363 $6,516,808 1.31% $6,776,561 3.99% $6,749,486 -0.40%

FEBRUARY $7,293,928 $7,459,132 $7,386,107 -0.98% $8,118,745 9.92% $8,105,671 -0.16%

MARCH $5,521,761 $5,930,406 $5,981,967 0.87% $6,303,510 5.38% $6,886,017 9.24%

APRIL $5,639,028 $5,618,037 $5,586,708 -0.56% $6,350,301 13.67% $7,267,560 14.44%

MAY $6,708,815 $6,759,407 $6,623,556 -2.01% $6,308,611 -4.75% $8,386,779 32.94%

JUNE $6,255,952 $6,325,718 $6,721,994 6.26% $5,793,431 -13.81% $8,129,176 40.32%

JULY $6,440,709 $6,644,137 $6,804,001 2.41% $6,282,775 -7.66% $7,910,764 25.91%

AUGUST $6,736,493 $6,770,977 $7,199,568 6.33% $7,595,398 5.50%

TOTAL $76,346,757 $78,047,143 $79,226,715 1.51% $81,618,075 3.02% $83,203,911 12.40%

CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS (WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2016-2017 THROUGH 2020-2021
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CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2016-2017 THROUGH 2020-2021

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 YEAR 2019-2020 YEAR 2020-2021 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($217,212) ($98,235) ($52,954) -46.09% ($128,575) 142.81% ($22,314) -82.65%

OCTOBER ($31,712) ($30,920) ($7,524) -75.66% ($37,469) 397.97% ($33,982) -9.31%

NOVEMBER ($81,460) ($923) ($2,944) 218.96% ($35,446) 1104.01% ($29,194) -17.64%

DECEMBER ($79,179) ($46,365) ($58,585) 26.36% ($14,114) -75.91% ($43,432) 207.72%

JANUARY ($294,431) ($379,926) ($342,169) -9.94% ($796,890) 132.89% ($1,337,287) 67.81%

FEBRUARY ($90,752) ($719) ($33,054) 4497.22% ($88,992) 169.23% ($26,624) -70.08%

MARCH ($92,105) ($49,445) ($40,643) -17.80% ($36,630) -9.87% ($7,207) -80.32%

APRIL ($29,707) ($41,280) ($31,464) -23.78% ($30,982) -1.53% ($40,355) 30.25%

MAY ($67,726) ($91,272) ($41,555) -54.47% ($15,309) -63.16% ($40,737) 166.10%

JUNE ($83,394) ($51,268) ($13,186) -74.28% ($10,195) -22.68% ($5,738) -43.72%

JULY ($1,932) ($347,486) ($29,772) -91.43% ($45,946) 54.32% ($195,089) 324.60%

AUGUST ($17,202) ($96,471) ($9,385) -90.27% ($34,190) 264.30% ($3,984) -88.35%

TOTAL ($1,086,812) ($1,234,310) ($663,236) -46.27% ($1,274,738) 92.20% ($1,785,943) 40.10%

Year to date vs. Year to date vs.
 previous year previous yearPage 3



% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 YEAR 2019-20 YEAR 2020-21 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $6,048,552 $6,288,498 $6,404,239 1.84% $6,799,287 6.17% $7,492,398 10.19%

OCTOBER $6,567,045 $6,780,531 $6,809,916 0.43% $7,079,014 3.95% $7,480,919 5.68%

NOVEMBER $6,390,261 $6,536,831 $6,634,499 1.49% $7,111,129 7.18% $7,392,815 3.96%

DECEMBER $6,049,207 $6,324,661 $6,435,303 1.75% $6,883,710 6.97% $7,273,404 5.66%

JANUARY $5,991,013 $6,052,437 $6,174,639 2.02% $5,979,671 -3.16% $5,412,199 -9.49%

FEBRUARY $7,203,175 $7,458,413 $7,353,053 -1.41% $8,029,753 9.20% $8,079,047 0.61%

MARCH $5,429,656 $5,880,960 $5,941,323 1.03% $6,266,880 5.48% $6,878,810 9.76%

APRIL $5,609,320 $5,576,757 $5,555,244 -0.39% $6,319,319 13.75% $6,188,984 -2.06%
 

MAY $6,641,089 $6,668,135 $6,582,001 -1.29% $6,293,302 -4.39% $8,346,042 32.62%
 

JUNE $6,172,558 $6,274,450 $6,708,808 6.92% $5,783,236 -13.80% $8,123,438 40.47%

JULY $6,438,777 $6,296,651 $6,774,229 7.58% $6,236,829 -7.93% $7,715,676 23.71%

AUGUST $6,719,292 $6,674,506 $7,190,183 7.73% $7,561,209 5.16%

TOTAL $75,259,945 $76,812,830 $78,563,436 2.28% $80,343,339 2.27% $80,383,732 10.44%

Year to date vs. Year to date vs.
previous year previous year

CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2016-2017 THROUGH 2020-2021
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City/County Planning Department 
555 S. 10th Street, Ste. 213 • Lincoln NE 68508  

(402) 441-7491 

 

Memorandum     
    
   

Date: ✦ July 20, 2021 

To: ✦ City Clerk 

From: ✦ Rhonda Haas, Planning Dept.       

Re: ✦ Administrative Approvals 

cc: ✦ Geri Rorabaugh, Planning Dept.  
 

This is a list of City administrative approvals by the Planning Director from July 13, 2021 
through July 19, 2021: 
 
Administrative Amendment 21033, to Special Permit 15028, Erickson Addition CUP, 
approved by the Planning Director on July 19, 2021, to reduce the number of lots in Blocks 
2 and 4 by one lot each for the CUP on property generally located at South 84th Street and 
Pinehill Lane.  
 
Administrative Amendment 21035, to Change of Zone 15016B, Wandering Wilderness 
Creek PUD, approved by the Planning Director on July 15, 2021, to increase the floor area 
in the H-4 zone by 15 percent (42,600 square feet) for a total allowed square footage of 
326,650 square feet and apply the full 15 percent to Lot 2, Block 13 for a total of 106,650 
square feet on property generally located at S. 40th Street and Yankee Hill Road.  
 
Administrative Amendment 21036, to Change of Zone 16045, Telegraph District PUD, 
approved by the Planning Director on July 14, 2021, to allow an increase in height to 81 feet 
for the Telegraph West development on property located at 2077 N Street.  
 
 
 
 



**ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION** 
 
NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 

on Wednesday, July 21, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room 112 on the first floor 
of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska. For more 
information, call the Planning Department, (402) 441-7491.   

 
The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday, 
July 21, 2021, in the Council Chambers immediately following the Regular 
Planning Commission meeting, for a briefing on the Proposed Text Amendment 
 ̶ Affordable Housing and Multi-Family Units. **Please Note** Planning 
Commission briefings are for informational purposes only and no public 
testimony will be taken.  

 
  **PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item 

with a notation of *FINAL ACTION*. Any aggrieved person may appeal Final 
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County Board by filing 
a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within 14 days following 
the action of the Planning Commission.  

 
The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to the 
City Council or County Board.  
 
The Planning Commission will be allowing testimony on agenda items by 
videoconferencing. For those who wish to testify by video, you must register 
with the Planning Department Office to participate by calling 402-441-7491 or 
emailing Plan@lincoln.ne.gov by 10:00 a.m. the day of the meeting. You will be 
asked to provide your name, address, phone number and the agenda item(s) 
you wish to speak on, and your position on this item. On the day of the hearing, 
you will receive a link via email, which will be needed to join the hearing to 
provide your testimony. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021   
 
[Commissioner Ball; 2 vacant seats; Edgerton exited at 3:15 p.m.] 
 
Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held July 7, 2021. **APPROVED:  6-0;  (Ball 
absent; 2 vacant seats)**  
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA:  
 (Public Hearing and Administrative Action); 
  
  



 
 CHANGE OF ZONES: 
 
  1.1  CHANGE OF ZONE 15016C, to amend the layout of Lots 1 and 2, Block 3, with 

waivers to reduce setbacks, on property generally located at South 40th Street and 
Crescent Drive. 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval 

  Staff Planner: Stephanie Rouse, 402-441-6373, srouse@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set 
forth in the revised staff report dated June 13, 2021: 5-0 (Scheer abstained; 
Ball absent; 2 vacant seats). Public hearing before the City Council is 
tentatively scheduled for Monday, August 9, 2021, 3:00 p.m. 

 
  1.2  CHANGE OF ZONE 21024, from B-1 (Local Business District) to H-2 (Highway 

Business District), on property generally located at 4615 Vine Street. 
Staff recommendation: Approval 

  Staff Planner: George Wesselhoft, 402-441-6362, gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 
This application was removed from the Consent Agenda and scheduled for 
a separate public hearing.  At the request of an adjacent property owner, 
and with the cponsent of the applicant, Planning Commission granted a 2-
week delay of this application, which will have continued public hearing 
and action on August 4, 2021. 

 
  SPECIAL PERMIT: 
 
  1.3  SPECIAL PERMIT 1185A, to amend the existing Special Permit to adjust 

setbacks and reconfigure the parking lot, on property located at 1106 H Street. 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval 

  Staff Planner: Stephanie Rouse, 402-441-6373, srouse@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set 
forth in the staff report dated June 13, 2021: 5-0 (Scheer abstained; Ball 
absent; 2 vacant seats). Public hearing before the City Council is 
tentatively scheduled for Monday, August 9, 2021, 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: See Item 1.2. 
 
3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: See Item 1.2. 
 
  



4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION: 
 

TEXT AMENDMENT: 
 
  4.1  TEXT AMENDMENT 21005, to amend Article 14 Community Unit Plan and Article 

15 Additional Use Regulations of the Lancaster County Zoning Regulations and 
amend Chapter 2 Definitions of the Lancaster County Subdivision Resolution to 
allow for Solar Energy Conversion Systems and all necessary appurtenances 
within an outlot. 

    Staff recommendation: Approval 
    Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 402-441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov 

Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL AS AMENDED: 4-1 
(Scheer dissenting; Ball and Edgerton absent; 2 vacant seats). The motion 
failed due to the lack of 5 affirmative votes.  The Planning Commission will 
take action on this application at the August 4, 2021, hearing.  The public 
hearing on this application was closed. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM 
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
Adjournment 3:40 p.m. 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Brian D. Praeuner
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:36 AM
Subject: StarTran seeks public input for transit study
Attachments: Lincoln TDP_Fact Sheet_071321.pdf

StarTran has initiated a Transit Development Plan, or TDP, to assess the existing transit 
services in the City of Lincoln and explore ways to improve the transit system. The study will 
evaluate existing and projected demographics, land use, transportation options and other 
important factors and will help identify opportunities for improvement such as accessibility, 
route efficiency and safety. Attached is a flyer with more details. 
 
The public survey is now open. Citizens are encouraged to visit  lincoln.ne.gov/TDP  the where they 
can find a link to the online community survey and give feedback on their opinions of existing 
transit and suggestions for improvements. 
 
Citizens are also encouraged to attend Virtual Open House on Thursday, July 29th to learn 
more about the study and offer suggestions for improvement. See project website for more 
details. 
 
Thank You 
 
 

Brian Praeuner 
Transit Planner 
StarTran 
710 J Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402.441.7673 
402.441.7055 fax 
bpraeuner@lincoln.ne.gov 
 



• Explore alternative service options, 
like new transit hubs outside of 
downtown, commuter/express buses, 
or enhanced bus service in certain 
corridors

• Develop options for improving access 
to jobs

• Evaluate route alignments to serve the 
future downtown Multimodal Transit 
Center

• Explore options for serving new growth 
areas in the community

• Build on the success of service changes 
implemented after the last TDP 
completed in 2016

• Ensure that transit services are allocated 
equitably

The StarTran Transit Development Plan (TDP) will examine strategies for not only recovering 
to pre-pandemic ridership levels but will also evaluate other opportunities for improved transit 
services in Lincoln. Several goals for this project include:

SURVEY

The TDP will be a data driven, community informed process with multiple opportunities for the 
public to provide input on the study. Specific analyses and public engagement processes include:

Detailed ridership evaluation 
to understand where and when 
riders use the existing fixed 
route and paratransit services in 
Lincoln.

An analysis of existing transit 
services to evaluate the strengths 
of the existing system and 
opportunities for improvements.

A community survey to better 
understand how residents and 
visitors in Lincoln are using transit 
and the highest priority service 
improvements for the community.

Transit service alternatives 
that will evaluate options for 
improving transit services in 
Lincoln. A preferred set of 
improvements will be identified 
following additional public 
feedback.

A Financial and Capital 
Plan for the preferred set of 
improvements that will identify 
current and projected sources of 
revenues and expenses over the 
planning period.

2021-22 TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN (TDP)

QUESTIONS?
BRIAN PRAEUNER 
STARTRAN
TDP Project Manager 
bpraeuner@lincoln.ne.gov
(402) 441-7673

VISIT THE PROJECT 
WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION! 

SCAN ME!

Take a survey, submit a 
comment, and sign up 
for project updates at the 
project website.

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/LTU/StarTran/Transit-Development-Plan

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/LTU/StarTran/Transit-Development-Plan
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Ringojohn <ringojohn@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 1:35 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: South of Downtown PUD

This is John Heineman and I live at 1412 E Street. I have concerns about the PUD being proposed to my neighborhood. 
While I do want to see more development, I am concerned about the lack of restrictions to the types of businesses that 
can move into the neighborhood. Please consider restricting the types of businesses that can be added to this historic 
neighborhood.  
 
Thank you. 
 
John Heineman 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: lnkgal42 <lnkgal42@protonmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 1:43 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: PUD Thoughts from a Local Resident.

Hi, 
My name is Emma.  
 
I am greatly concerned with the fact that there have been little to no conversations about keeping current residents in 
their homes. Obviously, these small businesses will not benefit the current residents of the Everett and Near South 
neighborhood. But of course you know that! You have no shame! 
 
It is very clear that the city could not care less about prioritzing the lives of the neighborhood's current residents. You 
should be ashamed of yourselves. All of you are only thinking one thing and its money. You have put economic logic over 
people. Your affordable housing is a joke and your performativity sickens me. You are destroying our neighborhood and 
displacing our neighbors. Those of you who still think this is some progressive step to more opprotunities for people 
need to think about the big picture. WHO ARE THESE OPPORTUNITIES FOR??? You have provided no transparency in the 
redevelopment plan and its impossible to hold any of you accountable or to even quantify how people are being 
displaced. Sleep well knowing that you are displacing my neighbors, you heartless people. Hope the money is worth it.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email. 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Rachel Simpson <rachelsimpson7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 12:38 AM
To: Council Packet; Mayor
Subject: Ensure long term sustainability of Nine Mile Prairie

Dear Members of the Lincoln City Council and Mayor Baird, 
 
I am writing with regard to the future of the area around Nine Mile Prairie. Nine Mile Prairie is a treasure. I still 
remember the first time I visited and was awestruck, not only by the prairie itself but also by the feeling of freedom, 
wonder, and possibility afforded by being able to see the distant horizon instead of buildings. The fact that we have such 
an awe‐inspiring place here in Lincoln is remarkable. 
 
To maintain ecological integrity and to ensure future city residents and visitors can have the same breathtaking 
experience, a large buffer zone around Nine Mile Prairie must be maintained. I ask the City to take whatever steps are 
needed to do this. At the least and as a starting point, I ask the City to blight only the area up to the Arnold Heights 
housing area on W. Wilken. 
 
Tallgrass prairie is a globally critically imperiled ecosystem. Ernie Rousek is a hero for having saved Nine Mile Prairie for 
the benefit of wildlife and people. I hope future generations will see Lincoln leadership as heroes who courageously took 
the next steps to ensure that the area's ecological integrity and value as a natural amenity were maintained even as 
Lincoln grew. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rachel Simpson 
3000 Forestview Circle 
Lincoln, NE 68522 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Lorrie Benson <lorriebenson2@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 1:58 PM
To: Council Packet; Mayor
Subject: Nine Mile Prairie environs

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Gaylor Baird, 
The LJS's editorial board is right: Let's take the time to find a way to build affordable housing AND protect the Nine Mile 
Prairie environs, in keeping with the city Climate Action Plan and the master plan for the Nine Mile Prairie Environs. 
 
I understand you'll have an amendment to consider during your July 26 meeting that will not protect the prairie. Please 
reject it in favor of thoughtful consideration of the additional alternatives proposed to you by Jon Oberg et. al.  
 
Please make my comments part of the record. Thank you for considering my opinion. 
 
Lorrie Benson 
Personally and as Chair of the First‐Plymouth Church Climate Action Team 
7100 Holmes Park Rd, Apt 103 
Lincoln 68506 
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