
 

 
 

MEMO 

Date:   February 2, 2026 
To:   Historic Preservation Commission 
From:   Jill Dolberg, Historic Preservation Planner 
CC:   Paul Barnes 
Subject:  UDR 26010: Fairview 

 

The purpose of this memo is to provide information regarding Bryan LGH East 
Hospital’s plans for expansion in the next several years. The hospital has identified 
that the Emergency Department is difficult for patients to gain entrance to and has 
limited parking to support the department. Additionally, the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit is in need of expansion.  

Over the years, the hospital has grown around Fairview, limiting visibility and 
usefulness of the National Historic Landmark. The hospital property is quite 
landlocked, limiting expansion opportunities. The hospital has great respect for the 
historic nature of Fairview and the significance of its founder, William Jennings 
Bryan, but are cognizant that their primary mission is to care for the medical needs 
of its patients. To this end, they are earnest in considering their options for 
expanding the two departments mentioned, and for preserving Fairview to the best 
of their ability. They propose moving the historic house to a location on A Street.  

The new location would have the benefit of being highly visible to the public, set 
away from the growing hospital. A Street, being a far more prominent thoroughfare 
than Sumner, would ensure more people can see and interact with it. Further, they 
propose to renovate the house upon its relocation, and plan to utilize the building by 
housing an educational center in the building. The building is vacant in its current 
location, so planning for an active use in the new location will ensure better 
preservation.  

From a practical standpoint, Fairview is a National Historic Landmark, but it is not 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places or as a local landmark. The National 
Park Service has jurisdiction over National Historic Landmarks but does not exactly 



 
 

have review authority over them. They may remove an NHL designation but will not 
dictate what happens to one in this case, as there are no federal funds involved in the 
project. There is currently a Special Permit for the hospital that allows for its location 
within a neighborhood. The Special Permit will require an amendment for both the 
expansion and the move of the building, so HPC, the Planning Commission, and City 
Council will have the opportunity to comment.   

Bob Ravenscroft, Bryan Health-System Vice President, and Melissa Gengler, Heritage 
Resource Group, will attend the February 12, 2026, meeting to brief you on their plans 
and discuss any concerns you have. It will be in the “Discuss and Advise” portion of 
the agenda as plans are still preliminary and they know that discussion early and 
perhaps often will keep everyone informed. They understand the public will likely 
have strong opinions about this plan, and intend to communicate with SHPO, PAL, 
and any other groups that express concern.  

Please contact me by email at jdolberg@lincoln.ne.gov or by phone at 441-6373 for 
questions or more information.  
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