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City of Lincoln
Planning

Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission
Agenda

The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission will hold a scheduled public meeting on Thursday, July

24, 2008. The meeting will convene at 8:00 a.m. in Room 206, 2" Floor, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, to consider the following agenda. For more information,
please contact the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department at 441-7491.

Agenda of July 24, 2008

. Approval of meeting notes of May 22 and June 26, 2008

Public Hearings

. Applications by Kaplan University (J to K Streets, east of S. 18th Street) for

b) Demolition of dormitory at 18th & J Streets
c¢) Landscape plan for parking lot at 18th & J Streets
d) East addition to academic building on K Street

. Nebraska State Education Association Building, Lincoln Mall at S. 14th Street, (Sinclair Hille)
. Letter from Commission to utilities regarding overhead wires

Discussion

. Staff report: Letter from Downtown Neighborhood Association, west extension of District.
. Miscellaneous.



file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/minutes/2008/080522.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/minutes/2008/080626.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2008/080724.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2008/080626b.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2008/080626c.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2008/080724a.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2008/080724b.pdf
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Item 2:

Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission
Ed Zimmer

Agenda of July 24, 2008

July 18, 2008

a)

b)

Kaplan University (formerly Hamilton College, formerly Lincoln School of Commerce)
has several applications pending before Planning Commission that require review and
actions or recommendations by the Environs Commission. These items were introduced
at the June 26™ meeting.

Demolition of dormitory at 1800 J Street. The dormitory is a three story, brown-brick
building with minimal fenestration. District standards require submission of plans for
reuse of sites to accompany requests for demolition. The lost of the dormitory is not
detrimental to the Environs District, in the opinion of staff.

Kaplan proposes to develop a parking lot at 18" and J on the dormitory location,
expanding the existing parking lot east of the dormitory. The Commission’s design
standards state:

Design Standard 5: Parking Lots

Surface parking facing the Capitol Square or one of the Malls is inconsistent with
the long-term goals of the Commission. Where such use currently exists, it is
desirable to improve these properties by installing permanent, high-quality
decorative fences, walls, or hedges at the defined "built-to” line, with due
consideration for security and screening.

This location is atypical within the Environs District in that the “back” side of the block,
in Environs District terms, is K Street—-a much more prominent location in Lincoln’s
travel patterns than J Street. The Commission’s long-term goal for J Street is an
enhanced residential district near the Capitol. Whether expanding the existing parking
lot, while enhancing its screening and landscaping, is preferable for the residential
character of the area to the present dormitory building is a matter for the Commission’s
consideration.

The parking lot plan describes a “low wall with terraced landscaping in front,” a low
brick wall with fencing, and plantings of daylilies, pampas grass, burning bush, and
locust trees, in addition to some areas of “sodded lawn” between the wall and the edge
of the parking lot, and around the academic building.

An elevation detail or section detail would be useful to understand the proposed terraced
landscaping, wall, and fence.

Staff recommendation: In general, removal of the dormitory and expansion (with
enhancement) of the existing parking lot seems an overall improvement to this Environs
property and acceptable under standards for enhanced parking lots described in Standard
5. The specific details of the plantings and architectural screening should be better
described and reviewed by the Commission’s members with expertise in these areas.



C) East expansion of the Kaplan building.
This prominent building on K Street qualifies for the Commission’s stated policy of
reviewing major projects in concept one month, then taking action at a second monthly
meeting.

The submitted elevations will probably be difficult to read in this packet. The .pdfs
which have been provided to Planning Department will be on-line at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/ncec/agenda/index.htm

accompanying the June 26" and July 24™ agendas.

The project includes a glass curtain-wall link between the existing building and a major
addition to the east. The existing building would be modified with the addition of four
“perforated metal screen...backlit by new wall fixture”. Materials of the new building
include blonde face brick with charcoal brick near the base, silver-colored composite
metal panels on a curved feature, and aluminum window systems.

Relevant standards for reviewing the project include:

Design Standard 1: Setting

The Capitol should dominate the District and other improvements in the area
should play the important, subordinate role of providing its setting.

I have added underscoring for emphasis to the standard perhaps most applicable
to the project.

Design Standard 2: Proximity

The nearer a property is to the Capitol, the greater responsibility it bears in the
District. Buildings and other improvements facing Capitol Square should meet
very high standards for design, construction, and maintenance. Improvements
facing the Capitol Malls (Centennial/north, Lincoln/west, south, and east) should
also meet high standards. Other improvements within the District but not facing
the Square or the Malls should not intrude upon the Capitol's setting and should
contribute to the overall quality of the District.

As a whole, the Kaplan project appears to offer a significant investment in and
and improvement to one of the most prominent properties near the Capitol on the
east leg of the Environs District.

Item 3, NSEA Building site development
I’ve just received and will enclose the site diagram for this project at S. 14" and
Lincoln Mall. The Commission review and approved the building modifications at
the Nov. 2007 meeting.

Q:\NCEC\REPORTS\2008July.EFZ.wpd
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The Downtown Neighborhood Association (DNA) respectfully requests that
you designate a subcommittee to address Centennial Mall and to help find
solutions to it's deteriorating condition.

Centennial Mall is in our neighborhood and it represents a wonderful asset,
to the neighborhood, to our community, and to the State of Nebraska. For
that reason we would like to participate in a conversation on solutions -
and/or the next step. We are relatively familiar with the history of the mall
and of many of the issues that have accrued and this is a big project, but
we believe solving the problem will be a significant investment for the

future.

- We are requesting that the Capitol Environs Commission help provide the
framework for action. DNA stands ready to assist in any way possible.

S%Z«W//@yw |

Rick Noyes, President
Downtown Neighborhood Association
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90-303. Nebraska State Capitol Environs District; maximum height restrictions; enforcement; exemptions; city
afmein,mmaﬂduﬁm&?hemmmmhmgmnfmyhmﬁmgsmdmhuﬁtaﬁﬁmmﬁ 1977, shall be
restricted as follows:(a) The maximum height of buildings and structures shall be forty-five feet or National Geodetic Survey
elevation 1235.0 feet, whichever is lower, within an area bounded on the west by Seventeenth Street, on the north by K
Stteet;mthems{byahm@ﬁmﬁhammmammmmmmefﬁemmm
of Twenty-fourth Street, and on the south by a boundary formed by a line extending directly in & true east direction to the east
Wh@eafﬁeﬁy&mn&ﬁ&wtﬁmﬂmwﬂmﬁofﬂmmﬁsmﬁmaf&vmﬁmﬂ:mdﬂStreets all streets in the
city of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Ne a:{b) The maximum height of buildings and structares shall be forty-five feet or
National Geodetic Survey elevation 12358 feet, whichever is lower, within an area bounded on the west by Fourteenth
mmmmwﬁmmmmwsmsmmmmmwwmgmmmMmmecﬁy
of Lincoln, Lancaster County, afe) The maximum height of the buildings and stractures shall be fifiy-seven feet or

Nmmmtﬁmdemc&meymué O Teet, whichever is lower, within an area bounded on the west by Thirteenth Street,

on the north by L Street, on the east by Seventeenth Street, and on the south by G Street, all streets in the city of Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska: (), The maximum height of the buildings and structures shalt be filiy-seven feet or National
Geodetic Survey elevation | fedt, whichever is lower, within an area bounded on the west by Fourieenth Street, on the
nariithySStreet,mthembySmmmthsumauémtheswﬂibyLSﬁwgaﬂsmﬁsmﬁemyofLmlmimm
9§-} The maximum height of the bnildings and structures shall be fifty-seven feet or National Geodetic:
Sm&geiavamﬂ 1247 whichever is lower, within an ares bounded on the west by Terth Street, on the north by K
Mmﬁmmhy?hmmﬁhmmm&amﬁhbyﬂ&mﬁ,aﬂsﬁeﬁsmtb&&y&l&m&hh&c&s@tm ‘
Nebiaska {2) For the putposes of the Nebraska State Capitol Environs Act, the areas and the full width of the right-of-way
Wmmmmﬂ)m@}ﬁmwm%mmmm@m&mmmmm

State Capitol Environs District.{3} Design approval shall be required for all aboveground wtility, constryction, and landscape

mprovemel m%mm&wmmﬁwmmmwmwm&JMmmWWa
bomémyfermeéhyaﬁmexﬁeﬁmgmamm&mmasmmmn of the east property line of Twenty-fourth
Street, and on the east by a line extending in a true north direction as an extension of the east property line of Thirty-fifth
Stroet.(4) The city of Lincoln shali insure, throngh iis inspection and permit procedures, that the maximum height restrictions
and design review process presctibed by this section for the Nebraska State Capitol Environs District are enforced.(S) The
height restrictions and design review process required by this section shall apply, within the Nebraska State Capitol Envivons
District, to alf real estate in private or quasi-public ownership and to real estate owned by the State of Nebraska and local
governmientat nnits of all types.(6) The following appurtenances shall be exempt from the height restrictions required by this
mmmmmmmmmmmfmmwmwmmmm@m verretted in subsection (1)
of&tsmenanésh&iﬂhesﬁbﬁaaﬂmmafﬁﬁmfmmﬂimnfammm&wma@mma
mﬂmMmmmmwﬁwdmm&mmmMmmmmcmm
scenery lofts, ornamental towers, and spires.(7) Nothing in the act shall be construed as limiting the authority of the city of
Lincoln to impose lower height restrictions than those maximum heighi limits established by subsection (1) of this seciion or
in establishing lower height restrictions for appurienances than those required by subsection (6) of this section(8) The city of
Lineoln shalt review and approve or disapprove plans and proposals for demolition, exterior alteration, and construction of
structures and other improvements in the Nebraska State Capitol Environs District. The city of Lincoln shali adopt
regulations within its zoming code vesting responsibility for review, approval, and disapproval of projects with the Nebraska
Staie{lapﬂalEnvm{Emmmestabhshﬂdbyihemtyofmeh(ﬁ}mwmafmemyofLmhfordwgn
review in the Nebraska State Capitol Environs District shall emphasize the. long-term enhancement of the Siate Capitol's
seﬁmgm&efmmﬁﬂmSWﬂMW&emmwhﬂ&Wgﬁemﬁmnmmh&mg '
coonomis interests and the desirahility of predictable, sxpeditions review,

_ Source: Laws 1977, LB 172, § 3;; Laws 1993, LB 271, §3;; Laws2002,18729, § 13.;

it fhannweh loatelabinea na aoxrfT coalDanchionr shnPaace=cQiNTNOINONS neint=V TFHALOHMR



SS 90-303 (1) The maximum height of any buildings and structures built after Maich 8,
1977, shall be restricted as follows:
{(a) ...no change...
{b) ...no change...
. | ._(cj._ ...no change. ..
| (d) ...nochange... .

' (e) The maximum height of the buildings and structures shall be ﬁﬁy—seven feet

¢ within an area

PROPOZED 7 bounded on the west by <Tenfh> Sixth Street, on the north K Street, on the east by
CHANAE: (OR FLEH)

Thirteenth Street, and on the south by H Street, all streets in the c1ty of Lincoln,

Lancaster County, Nebraska.





