
Boards & Commissions

Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission Agenda

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission will hold a meeting on Thursday,
October 25, 2018 at 8:00 a.m.in the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, in Room 214
on the 2nd Floor. For more information, please contact the Lincoln City/Lancaster County Planning Department
at 402-441-7491.

AGENDA

OCTOBER 25, 2018

1. Approval of meeting record of August 23, 2018.

            * Memo from Ed Zimmer.

DISCUSSION and ACTION

2. Certificate of Appropriateness for the concept of installing a bronze statue of William Jennings Bryan on
the L-M block of Nebraska's Centennial Mall in the Capitol Environs District.

DISCUSSION

3. Briefing on Lincoln Downtown Master Plan (Planning staff).

4. Miscellaneous/staff report: Reminder of upcoming joint meeting of Capitol and and Capitol Environs
Commissions, November 13, 2018, at the Nebraska State Capitol; etc.

file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/minutes/2018/082318.pdf
file:///I:/Web/Interlinc/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2018/OCTmemo.pdf
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/boards/ncec/reports/2018/octitem2.pdf
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To:  Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission 
From: Ed Zimmer 
Re: Agenda of October 25, 2018 
Date: October 19, 2018 
 
Item 3: Permanent Location for Bryan statue from U. S. Capitol Statuary Hall 
 
The City of Lincoln has offered a proposal to the Standing Bear Selection Committee (formed by LB807) to 
provide a permanent location on City of Lincoln property for the William Jennings Bryan statue, when it is 
relocated from Statuary Hall.  Mayor Beutler’s letter to the Committee is attached. 
 
Two potential locations are mentioned in the letter—the SW corner of 12th & O Streets (opposite Bryan’s 
original office site in Lincoln) and the L-M block of Centennial Mall, with a stated preference for the latter 
location. 
 
The City’s request of the Environs Commission is for approval of the concept of installing the statue on that 
block.  The City will return to the Commission with a specific design if the project moves forward. 
 
District design standards and guidelines include the following (with highlighting added to the most relevant 
portions: 

Design Standard 3: Memorials and Monuments 

Installation of monuments and memorials shall be based on the symbolic program established at the Capitol. Capitol Square 

is considered a complete and finished design, and therefore no memorials shall be added to the Capitol grounds. The Capitol 

itself is a memorial and has integral memorial spaces (the Nebraska Hall of Fame and Memorial Hall). Memorials may be 

considered for addition to the Malls, within their overall design guidelines, assigning memorials of statewide or national 

significance to Centennial Mall, and individual memorials to the other malls. 

Guideline 3.1: 

Addition of memorials and monuments facing Capitol Square (not on the Capitol grounds) and on the Malls will be evaluated 

within the same guidelines as other improvements such as buildings and landscape features, stressing compatibility with 

setting, high-quality design, and appropriate materials. 

Design Standard 4: Public Art 

Public art can enliven an urban environment, enrich pedestrian experience, and stimulate interaction between artist and 

viewer. In the District, public art, like all other improvements, is subordinate to the overall purpose of enhancing the Capitol. 

The Commission encourages the addition of public art to the District, while applying the same standards of fitness to place 

and quality of materials required of other improvements.  
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Guideline 4.1: 

Proposals for placement of public art in the District should consider and describe the relationship of proposed works to their 

immediate surroundings and to the Capitol. 

Guideline 4.2: 

Two types of public art which may be appropriate in the District are: 

 monumental works, of national or international significance; 

 pedestrian-scale works. 

Within the Commission’s guidelines, Centennial Mall seems a very appropriate venue for the relocated Bryan 
statue, consistent with Bryan’s national importance and the provenance of this particular sculptural portrait 
of him.  The specific placement and installation design will be important on this key block of Centennial Mall.  
Two priorities for the installation would be to integrate into the overall design of the block, and to enhance 
the setting through screening the utility features of the space between the state parking garage and the 
Scottish Rite Temple. 
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Recommended finding: The concept of installing the William Jennings Bryan statue on the L-M block of 

Centennial Mall is consistent with the Environs Standards and guidelines. 
 
Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
Item 4: Briefing on Downtown Master Plan 
 
The City and the Downtown Lincoln Association have been collaborating on an update to the Downtown 
Master Plan.  Planning Dept. staff will brief the Commission on elements of the draft plan pertinent to the 
Environs Commission’s mission of enhancing the setting of the Capitol 
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