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COMPATIBILITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
The project is compatible with the Comprehensive Plan as it will increase efficiency with respect to energy supply 
and demand and help toward energy conservation.  The project will provide for greater energy grid reliability and 
resiliency.  The project is also consistent with the Lincoln Climate Action Plan which supports grid reliability, 
energy efficiency and reduced emissions. 
 
 
  

LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
FROM THE LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 555 S. 10TH STREET, SUITE 213, LINCOLN, NE 68508 
 
 

APPLICATION NUMBER 
Special Permit #25046 

FINAL ACTION? 
Yes 

DEVELOPER/OWNER 
SP Resilient Power 10, LLC/Brownie 
Family Farms, Inc. 

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING 
DATE 
January 7, 2026 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 
None 

PROPERTY ADDRESS/LOCATION 
N 120th Street and Highway 6 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 
  

BRIEF SUMMARY OF REQUEST 
This is a request for a Special Permit for a Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS) on approximately 41 acres. The project is generally 
located north of Highway 6 on the east side of N 120th Street.  The 
parcel is split zoning jurisdiction between Lincoln 3 mile and 
Waverly, but the project area will be entirely within the Lincoln 
jurisdiction. 
 
 

 

 

JUSTIFICATION FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The Special Permit request is justified as an appropriate use in the 
AG zoning district, subject to the conditions of approval, and in 
alignment with the Comprehensive Plan.  There should be no 
negative impact to the neighboring properties and the community 
as a whole with the conditions provided. 

 
 
 
APPLICATION CONTACT 
Juan Mayoral, (305) 469-4118 or 
jmayoral@sofospower.com 
 
STAFF CONTACT 
George Wesselhoft, (402) 441-6366 or 
gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 

  



 

KEY QUOTES FROM THE 2050 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   

Introduction Section: Growth Framework 
 

Figure GF.b: 2050 - this site is designated for future Agricultural and Agricultural Stream Corridor on the 
2050 Lincoln Area Future Land Use Plan.   

 
Land Use Plan – Agricultural- Land principally in use for agricultural production and compatible industries 
like solar and wind energy production. Agricultural land may be in transition to more diversified 
agribusiness ventures such as growing and marketing of products (e.g., horticulture, silvaculture, 
aquaculture) on site. Some land in the Agricultural category may be enrolled in voluntary preservation 
programs such as the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

 
Goals Section: 
 
 G7 – Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability. 
 

Energy use, supply, and conservation are topics of global as well as local concern. PlanForward  includes 
an assessment of energy use, evaluates the utilization of renewable energy sources, and describes efforts 
to conserve energy in the community. The relationship between land use patterns and energy consumption 
has been widely researched and is an ongoing topic of national and global conversations. The 
transportation sector is the nation’s leading source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and total 
emissions have steadily grown within our region as daily vehicle miles traveled and congestion levels have 
increased. Decisions within the region will address threats to transportation infrastructure and human 
health anticipated to result from climate change. As Lincoln and Lancaster County continue to plan for the 
future, the need to consider the impacts of energy supply and demand will continue to increase in 
importance. 

 
Policies Section: 
 
 P49 – Conservation of Energy 

 
Because of the limited amount of nonrenewable energy sources on Earth, and the impact that 
nonrenewable resource consumption has on the Earth, it is important to both reduce consumption of 
resources and substitute non-renewable resources with renewable ones, so that our natural resources will 
be available for future generations.   When fossil fuels such as oil, coal, and gas, are burned to produce 
energy, carbon dioxide, nitrous oxides, and methane are emitted into Earth’s atmosphere. These 
"greenhouse gases" trap the Sun's heat around Earth's surface, acting as a transparent blanket that warms 
the Earth. In the last 100 years, the level of carbon dioxide from human activities have skyrocketed in the 
Earth's atmosphere causing global temperatures to rise. At the local level, energy conservation saves 
money and energy which benefits both homeowners and businesses.  

 
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 
 
Strategic Vision 
Lincoln will reduce net greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050 (relative to 2011 levels)- 
This ambitious goal will serve as a guiding target for municipal operations, the Lincoln Electric System, local 
businesses and institutions, and our entire community in the years to come. Lincoln joins scores of cities across 
the country who have set a similar “80x50” goal to reduce emissions. A myriad of strategies in the plan speak to 
achieving this target, from increasing energy efficiency, generating more electricity from renewable energy, 

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/files/sharedassets/public/planning/long-range-planning/comprehensive-plan/intro.pdf#page=11
https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/files/sharedassets/public/planning/long-range-planning/comprehensive-plan/intro.pdf#page=13


 

switching to electric vehicles and active commuting modes, and employing natural climate solutions.  The goal is 
a net reduction in emissions because it will allow for an accounting of carbon sequestration activities— where 
plants or systems naturally absorb greenhouse gases—against the amount of greenhouse gases that are emitted 
into the atmosphere. 
 
Transition to Low-Carbon Energy- 
11 -Increase energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy in municipal operations. Achieve 100% net 
renewable/ carbon neutral by 2035. 

 

ANALYSIS 

1. Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) was added to the Lincoln Zoning Regulations in July of 2025.  Battery 
energy storage systems are a recent land use type that have come about as part of changes in the electrical 
energy system.  They often will take the shape of a shipping container or small storage building in appearance.  
They are utilized as part of energy transmission, substations and/or solar or wind energy projects.   

2. This is a request for a Battery Energy Storage System per LMC 27.63.840 on approximately 41 acres located in 
the Lincoln 3 Mile jurisdiction next to the City of Waverly.  The zoning is AG Agriculture.  The site is generally 
north of Highway 6 on the east side of North 120th Street.  The property is split Lincoln 3 Mile/Waverly zoning 
jurisdiction, but the project area is completely within the Lincoln 3 Mile jurisdiction. 

3. The project is proposed to interconnect to the LES transmission system using existing transmission 
infrastructure, a new substation, and utility easements and will connect to the Waverly-Alvo 115 kV line.  The 
applicant has discussed the project with LES and will enter into Generator Interconnection Agreements with 
the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) and LES. 

4. The project will include BESS enclosures, batteries, safety monitoring equipment, access driveways, 
stormwater measures, and associated electrical infrastructure for energy storage, conversion, monitoring and 
interconnection.  The project will store energy during periods of low demand and discharge energy during 
periods of high demand or grid stress, supporting system reliability, resiliency and operational flexibility.  The 
project area will encompass approximately 28.3 acres within the 41-acre special permit boundary.   The 
proposed development includes an electric power output of 170 MWac (Megawatt alternating current) with 
206 BESS containers.  The BESS containers will be 24 feet by 8 feet. 

5. A Battery Energy Storage System per Lincoln Municipal Code 27.63.840 may be allowed in the AG zoning 
district by special permit under the following conditions: 

i) The system is used in association with energy transmission, substations, and/or solar or wind energy 
conversion systems. 
 
The project is designed to support the energy grid reliability in association with energy 
transmission.  The project will be immediately adjacent to and directly associated with the 
existing Lincoln Electric System (LES) transmission lines near the intersection of N 120th Street 
and Highway 6 and will interconnect to the transmission system. 
 

ii) Must meet setback and height requirements of the district unless adjusted by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
The project will meet the setback and height requirements of the AG zoning district.  No 
adjustments to the requirements are requested by the applicant. 

 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/lincoln-ne-lcz/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=503
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/lincoln-ne/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=12785
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/lincoln-ne/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=11485
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/lincoln-ne/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=11485
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/lincoln-ne/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=11351


 

iii) The Planning Commission may require additional screening to address site related impacts of the 
Battery Energy Storage System. 
 
To mitigate visual impacts, it is appropriate to add landscaping since the project is close to the 
City of Waverly and near Highway 6.  The applicant in response to the initial review comments 
of the project proposed a 25’ wide perimeter landscape buffer will include 6 trees per each 100 
linear feet.  This will provide screening for N 120th Street and to the south facing the direction of 
Highway 6.    3 of the 6 trees shall be evergreen, at least one tree shall be ornamental (a small 
flowering tree), and at least 1 tree shall be a large deciduous shade tree.  Exact location of large 
trees shall be subject to LES overhead utility lines approval.   
 
The City of Waverly submitted a letter (attached) which asks for consideration of additional 
screening.  Specifically, they have asked the developer to screen the entire eastern and 
southern borders of the site and the southern half of the western border of the site.  In addition, 
they worked with a landscape architect that is recommending screening of the entire site. 

 
iv) Each Battery Energy Storage System must have an emergency action plan approved by the Lincoln 

Bureau of Fire Prevention or Rural Fire District as applicable that includes pertinent information in 
case of fire or other emergency on site, including but not limited to, 24-hour contact information, 
access to lock boxes, access points, the location of shut offs and circulation patterns. 
 
The application included an emergency action plan.  The comments by Waverly Fire & Rescue, 
as of November 17, 2025, noted concern with having the necessary resources, including 
personal protective equipment, to respond to an incident.  They mentioned a specific contract 
with Lincoln Fire & Rescue (LFR).  However, LFR has not expressed any interest in specifically 
entering into an agreement for service outside their area. 
 
The applicant’s response to the Waverly Fire & Rescue comments are attached to this report 
and include letters from both Sofos Power and ESRG.  The latter consultant provides project 
review, public safety training and emergency response planning and incident testing and 
investigation.  The letter information notes that the projects still have 3-4 years of additional 
permitting, and this will allow sufficient time to finalize safety planning and training. 
 
It is a condition of approval before building permit that the emergency action plan is approved 
by the Waverly Fire & Rescue as required by 27.63.840 (iv). 

 
v) Safety data sheet information is provided to the Health Department for the battery chiller systems. 

 
The application included project equipment specifications, including safety data sheet 
information on the battery chiller systems.  The Health Department reviewed and approved the 
safety data sheet information. 

 
vi) ‘The Planning Commission may impose such other conditions as are appropriate and necessary to 

protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the public. 
 

As the applicant’s information shows a net decommissioning cost of over $7 million, a surety is 
an appropriate additional condition.  The owner of the BESS will have to provide the 
decommissioning cost guarantee no later than the end of the fifteenth (15th) year of operation 



 

and shall maintain the financial security thereafter for as long as the BESS is in existence or 
upon discontinuance, decommissioning, or abandonment of the BESS. Such financial security 
will be updated every five (5) years to cover the costs associated with the updated 
decommissioning cost estimates. 

 
6. The applicant provided a noise impact study which was reviewed by the Health Department.  This was 

reviewed per the noise regulations which apply to the City of Lincoln and Lincoln 3 mile.  The Health 
Department as part of their review worked with the applicant on clarification of the noise information to assure 
that it will meet all sound requirements. 

7. It should be noted that the applicant submitted multiple supplemental documents which were not required for 
the Special Permit including a decommissioning plan, viewshed analysis and wetlands delineation report.  

-The decommissioning plan indicates that the decommissioning cost will be $13,187,900 with the salvage 
value at $6,141,100 and a new decommissioning cost of $7,046,800.  The Lincoln Municipal Code does not 
require a decommissioning plan specifically under the BESS Special Permit.   

-The viewshed analysis included viewshed before and after illustrations from seven different vantage points, 
including locations along Highway 6, N 120th and from the northeast. 

-The wetlands delineation report included findings that the project area does not include any Waters of the 
U.S. under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Corps of Engineers.  The project area is comprised of an agricultural field 
used for corn production. 

8. The site plan and application letter documents are attached to this report.  The various additional application 
documents submitted with this application can be found at PATS (Planning Application Tracking Service) at 
https://app.lincoln.ne.gov/aspx/city/pats/.  Type in SP25046 for the application number and look at Related 
Documents for the information.   

9. The County Engineer as part of their review noted that a Road Maintenance Agreement will be required and 
improvements to N 120th Street to gravel this street to the entrance will be required.  These are conditions of 
approval before building permit. N 120th Street is currently a dirt roadway. 

10. An informational community open house meeting was held on November 20, 2025, at the Waverly Community 
Foundation building on the battery energy storage project.  Approximately two dozen people attended this 
meeting, which included landowners, Waverly Fire & Rescue, and other staff and officials from the City of 
Waverly. 

11. The City of Waverly was involved in the review of the project from the time of initial application.  This given the 
proximity of the project area to their city limits and Highway 6 corridor.  In general, they had two overall areas of 
concern as part of their initial review.  The first being the fire service resources of Waverly Fire & Rescue to 
respond to an incident for the specific type of project.  The second concern being the need for proper design, 
including landscaping, for the project relative to the highway corridor.  It is a condition of approval before 
building permit that the Waverly Fire & Rescue approve the Emergency Action Plan.  The applicant has 
indicated their willingness toward training and equipment to meet their needs.  In addition, the site plan 
incorporates landscaping which is not otherwise required under the zoning regulations for both N 120th Street 
and the south property line facing Highway 6.  The City of Waverly along with the Waverly Fire & Rescue 
Department, in their letter to the Planning Commission, note that they are neutral with respect to the project.  
As noted above, they submitted additional screening and landscaping provisions for the consideration of the 
Commission.   

12. The proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and meets the requirements of the Special Permit for 
Battery Energy Storage System. 

 

https://app.lincoln.ne.gov/aspx/city/pats/


 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:  See attached. 
 
EXISTING LAND USE & ZONING:  Agriculture, AG Agricultural District 
 
SURROUNDING LAND USE & ZONING 

North:   Agriculture    AG Agriculture District 
South:   Rail Line, City of Waverly  AG (Rail Line), GC (City of Waverly) 
East:   Agriculture    AG (Waverly 1 Mile) 
West:   Agriculture, Farm Utility Building I-2 Industrial Park District 
 
APPROXIMATE LAND AREA: 41 acres 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: All of that certain parcel described as Lot 5 I.T. located in the SW ¼ of Section 20, Township 
11 North, Range 8 East, Lancaster County, Nebraska, lying westerly of the creek roughly bisecting the parcel from 
northwest to southeast 
 
Prepared by George Wesselhoft, Planner 
(402) 441-6366 or gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 
  
Date:   December 23, 2025 
 
Applicant: SP Resilient Power 10, LLC 
 
Contact: Juan Mayoral 
 
Owner:  Brownie Family Farms, Inc. 
   
https://linclanc.sharepoint.com/sites/PlanningDept-DevReview/Shared 
Documents/DevReview/SP/25000/SP25046 Cornhusker Resilient Power Project.gjw.docx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov


 

 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL – SPECIAL PERMIT #25046 

 
 
Per LMC 27.63.840, this approval permits a Battery Energy Storage System. 
 
Site Specific Conditions: 
 
1. Before receiving building permits the permittee shall cause to be prepared and submitted to the Planning 

and Development Services Department a revised and reproducible final plot plan including 2 copies with 
all required revisions and documents as listed below: 

1.1 Show overall lot boundary information with the Lincoln 3 Mile/Waverly zoning jurisdiction line. 

1.2 Identify the boundary of the Special Permit area based on the property description. 

1.3 Label setbacks, property boundary bearings and dimensions, fence and driveway details. 

1.4 Identify improvement which appears in Burlington Northern Railroad property as "Not Part of 
Special Permit" or remove from drawing. 

1.5 Change project area from striping to outline area only. 

1.6 Clarify Note 2 under the Landscaping Buffer notes specific requirement subject to Planning and 
Development Services Department Director approval. 

1.7 Submit drainage information per 11/14/25 LTU-Watershed comments. 

1.8 Add an existing and proposed drainage plan and add a statement in the General notes stating the 
datum used. 

1.9 Add statement, “Lancaster County Engineering will gravel the roadway of N 120th Street.  The 
Applicant shall pay for roadway improvements to N 120th Street.”   

1.10 Add a statement “If during construction, excavation near structures, stock piling of bulk materials, 
or additional grading is necessary near the LES transmission lines, LES shall be contacted for 
review. Contractors working near any power lines should follow all applicable safety requirements.  
Ready access to the lines shall be always maintained for LES crews” 

1.11 Add to the General Notes, "Signs need not be shown on this site plan, but need to be in compliance 
with chapter 27.69 of the Lincoln Zoning Ordinance, and must be approved by the Planning and 
Development Services Department prior to installation". 

 

2. Before receiving building permits provide the following documents to the Planning and Development 
Services Department:  

2.1 Applicant shall enter into a “Road Maintenance Agreement” with Lancaster County. 

2.2 Confirmation from the Lancaster County Engineering that the applicant paid for all roadway 
improvements for the County to gravel N 120th Street from Cornhusker Highway to the entrance 
driveway. 



 

2.3 Receive approval of the Emergency Action Plan by Waverly Fire & Rescue as required by 27.63.840 
(iv). 

2.4 Applicant shall provide a surety for the review by the City Attorney in the amount which shall 
include estimated decommissioning cost, less any resale and salvage value, shall be guaranteed in 
one of the following forms: (i) surety bond, (ii) cash to be held in escrow by the City at a Bank, or (iii) 
a letter of credit from a financial institution reasonably acceptable to the City which shall be 
irrevocable unless replaced with cash or other form of security reasonably acceptable to City. The 
owner of the BESS shall provide the decommissioning cost guaranty no later than the end of the 
fifteenth (15th) year of operation and shall maintain the financial security thereafter for as long as 
the BESS is in existence or upon discontinuance, decommissioning, or abandonment of the BESS. 
Such financial security shall be updated every five (5) years to cover the costs associated with the 
updated decommissioning cost estimates. 

 

Standard Conditions: 
 

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests: 

3.1 Before occupying the buildings or starting the operation all development and construction shall 
substantially comply with the approved plans. 

3.2 All privately-owned improvements, including landscaping, shall be permanently maintained by the 
Permittee. 

3.3 The physical location of all setbacks and yards, buildings, parking and circulation elements, and 
similar matters be in substantial compliance with the location of said items as shown on the 
approved site plan. 

3.4 The terms, conditions, and requirements of this resolution shall run with the land and be binding 
upon the Permittee, its successors and assigns. 
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SITE DATA TABLE:

OWNER: BROWNIE FAMILY FARMS INC.

LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

ZONING REVIEW:

PROPERTY IS ZONED AG, AGRICULTURE DISTRICT.

SURROUNDING PROPERTY ZONING:

NORTH AND EAST: AG, AGRICULTURE DISTRICT

WEST: I-2, INDUSTRIAL PARK

SOUTH: LI, CITY OF WAVERLY LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

BESS is an allowed use in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of
Lincoln within the AG district by Special Permit. Site is within the City
of Lincoln Extraterritorial District. Refer to the Zoning Ordinance of
the City of Lincoln  Section 27.63.840 for the Special Permit
requirements.

*BUILDING SETBACKS AND DIMENSION REQUIREMENTS (additional
setbacks and buffers may be required to obtain the Special Permit):

Min lot size = 20 ac, ave lot width 550', min, frontage 550'

FRONT 50'

REAR 100'

SIDE 60'

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

All of that certain parcel described as S20, T11, R8, 6th Principal Meridian,
LOT 5 SW in Lancaster County, Nebraska, lying westerly of the creek
roughly bisecting the parcel from northwest to southeast and comprising
approximately 41 acres.

PROJECT AREA = 28.3 AC.

INCLUDES A 1 AC SITE SUBSTATION AREA AND A 3 AC SPP
SUBSTATION AREA

WETLANDS AND STREAMS SHOWN ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE
SCALED FROM THE NATIONAL WETLAND INVENTORY MAP. A
JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION IS NEEDED TO DETERMINE THE
ACTUAL WETLAND BOUNDARY

TRANSMISSION LINE INFORMATION IS SCALED FROM AERIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

FLOOD ZONE AE AND FLOOD ZONE X ARE SCALED SCALED FROM
FLOOD PLAIN PER FEMA PANEL 31109C0218G EFF 4/16/2013. IT IS
ANTICIPATED THAT PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS WILL AVOID IMPACTS
TO FLOOD ZONE A

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

170 MWac
206 BESS CONTAINERS
52 PCS

BESS LAYOUT GUIDELINES:

21.3' X 6.5' PCS UNITS
24' X 8' BESS CONTAINERS
20' INTERNAL ROAD WIDTH
13.12' (4M) BETWEEN BESS CONTAINERS
13.12' (4M) BETWEEN CONTAINERS AND INVERTERS
10' MIN. BETWEEN EQUIPMENT AND INTERNAL ROADS
30' MIN. INTERNAL ROAD TURN RADIUS
25' MIN. SETBACK FROM PROPERTY LINES, OR PER CODE
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LANCASTER COUNTY NOTES:

1. ALL CULVERTS SHALL HAVE A FLARED-END SECTION OR
CONCRETE HEADWALL ON THE INLET END.

2. ACCESS ONTO N. 120TH STREET SHALL BE LIMITED TO ONE
LOCATION ONLY.

3. LOADING OR UNLOADING OF MATERIAL SHALL NOT TAKE
PLACE ON LANCASTER COUNTY ROADWAYS.

4. NO GRADING ACTIVITIES SHALL TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE
FEMA EFFECTIVE FLOODPLAIN OR AREAS IDENTIFIED AS
POTENTIAL WETLANDS.

5. PROPER EROSION CONTROL AND DRAINAGE SHALL BE
MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES TO PREVENT DAMAGE TO
LANCASTER COUNTY ROADWAYS.

6. ANY WORK DONE WITH LANCASTER COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY
WILL BE COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH LANCASTER
COUNTY DESIGN STANDARDS.

7. THE CONSTRUCTION OR LOCATION OF ANY FENCE OR OTHER
IMPROVEMENT WHICH OBSTRUCTS DRAINAGE SHALL BE
PROHIBITED OVER, UPON, OR UNDER ANY DRAINAGE
EASEMENT SHOWN THEREON.

LANDSCAPE BUFFER NOTES:

1. PERIMETER LANDSCAPE BUFFER: 6 TREES PER 100 LINEAR
FEET; 3 OF THE 6 TREES SHALL BE EVERGREEN, AT LEAST
ONE TREE SHALL BE ORNAMENTAL (A SMALL FLOWERING
TREE), AND AT LEAST 1 TREE SHALL BE A LARGE DECIDUOUS
SHADE TREE (EXACT LOCATION OF LARGE TREES SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO LES OVERHEAD UTILITY LINES APPROVAL)

2. INTERIOR PROPERTY LINES: 10' MIN. LANDSCAPED BUFFER
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Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department 12/10/2025 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
plan@lincoln.ne.gov 

Dear Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Department, 
 
Thank you for the staff comments received on SP25045 and SP25046. The Applicant has carefully reviewed these 
comments and remains committed to meeting or exceeding all applicable standards and permitting requirements. The 
Applicant would like to respond to the initial Volunteer Fire & Rescue Departments’ reviews and feedback with the intent 
of providing clarification and written information. To this same end, please also find the enclosed letter by Energy Safety 
Response Group (“ESRG”), the selected project safety consultant for each project. 
 
ESRG, founded in 2013 as a group of “firefighters working for firefighters” who specialize in project review, public safety 
training and emergency response planning, and incident testing and investigation. The Applicant hired ESRG to enable 
the Applicant to provide Fire & Rescue Services all planning and training required to work with Fire & Rescue to complete 
the drafting and approval of an Emergency Action Plan. 
 
It’s important to remark that the projects have 3-4 years of additional state, federal, and local permitting and 
interconnection study prior to being placed in operation. That will allow sufficient time to Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Departments, and other relevant emergency response entities, for proper safety planning and training, as well as 
procurement of any required equipment. 
 
As stated by ESRG, the chances of a BESS related incident are less than from commercial buildings. When the exceptional 
incident occurs, modern BESS systems, including that proposed by the Applicant, provide “inherent fire protection design 
to keep all possible worst-case fires relatively small and contained to a single unit without propagating.” Notably, ESRG 
spells out material differences in modern BESS systems and older, early BESS systems without containment structures 
and less stable technology. Incidents, which would usually encompass one single unit, rarely require local evacuation, 
rather, they primarily require incident monitoring to ensure that they do not expand to neighboring units.  
 
To reiterate, the Applicant is committed to ensuring that a full Emergency Action Plan is developed and approved by local 
Fire & Rescue Departments and looks forward to the opportunity to do so. Any training – prior to service and ongoing 
annually - will be paid for and provided by the projects. In addition, the Applicant is open to collaborating with the Fire & 
Rescue Departments to identify any required equipment and to participate in its funding.   
 
We appreciate the Planning Commission’s consideration of this application and look forward to working collaboratively 
to advance a safe, compliant and beneficial energy project for the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Juan Mayoral 
CEO, Sofos Power 
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