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2040 LANCASTER COUNTY FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
The location of each land use designation is generalized. The
appropriateness of a particular zoning district for a particular
piece of property will depend on a review of all of the elements
of the Comprehensive Plan. Please consult other sources for
exact locations of environmental resources such as wetlands,
native prairie and floodplain. Not all of these resources are dis-
played on this figure.

The incorporated town plans are displayed on this figure. In
many circumstances the land use categories in the town plans
were different from the categories used in the Lincoln Lancaster
County Plan, so some adjustments were made for the purposes
of this display. These communities and their specific adopted
plans should be consulted as the source for decisions within
their zoning jurisdictions.
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Map 1.1: Lancaster County Future Land Use Plan

-  Amended December 2019
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The location of each land use designation is generalized. The
appropriateness of a particular zoning district for a particular
piece of property will depend on a review of all of the elements
of the Comprehensive Plan. Please consult other sources for
exact locations of environmental resources such as wetlands,
native prairie and floodplain. Not all of these resources are dis-
played on this figure.

The incorporated town plans are displayed on this figure. In
many circumstances the land use categories in the town plans
were different from the categories used in the Lincoln Lancaster
County Plan, so some adjustments were made for the purposes
of this display. These communities and their specific adopted
plans should be consulted as the source for decisions within
their zoning jurisdictions.
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 � So that they enhance entryways or public 
way corridors, when developing adjacent to 
these corridors.

 � In a manner that supports the creation and 
maintenance of green space as indicated in 
the environmental resources section of this 
Plan.

 � Encourage public-private partnerships, strategic 
alliances, and collaborative efforts as a means to 
accomplish future economic objectives.

 � Explore additional opportunities for 
streamlining the permitting process.

commercIal centers 
Based on the projected population growth rates, 
the Plan identifies the potential for 58.6 million 
square feet of occupied retail, office, and service 
uses by 2040.  A substantial portion of this future 
commercial capacity will be accommodated on 
sites already zoned or approved for commercial 

development or that have been identified in the 
Plan for future commercial land use.

“Commercial Centers” are defined as areas 
containing a mix of retail, office, service, and 
residential uses, with some light manufacturing 
and warehousing in selected circumstances.  Other 
land uses such as child care centers, assisted 
living facilities, and recreational facilities should 
be integrated within the development.  They can 
include shopping centers or districts (such as 
neighborhood centers, large scale retail malls, strip 
centers, and traditional store-front retail settings), 
residential mixed use centers, office parks, business 
parks, stand-alone corporate office campuses, 
research and technology parks, and Downtown 
Lincoln.  Commercial Centers are distinguished 
from Industrial Centers by their dominance of 
commercial uses over industrial uses, and in the 
types of industrial uses located in them — that 
is, the uses are less intrusive in terms of lighting, 
noise, odors, truck and vehicular traffic, and 

pollutants.  Where properly sited, 
light manufacturing uses may be a 
part of larger Commercial Centers, 
except for Neighborhood Centers.

The Commercial Centers 
concept gives recognition to the 
evolving role of commercial and 
industrial uses in the life of cities. 
Commercial Centers encompass a 
broad range of land uses and are 
intended to encourage the mixing 
and integration of compatible land 
use types.  Residential mixed use is 
encouraged in some commercial 
areas; especially for Regional, 
Community, Neighborhood, 
and Mixed Use Office Centers.  
Transitional uses (such as offices 
or commercial uses) should 
develop between Moderate to 
Heavy Industrial Centers and 
residential uses.  In redeveloping 
areas, smaller setbacks between 
commercial and residential may 
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Map 5.1: Existing and Proposed Commercial Centers
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The location of each land use designation is generalized. The
appropriateness of a particular zoning district for a particular
piece of property will depend on a review of all of the elements
of the Comprehensive Plan. Please consult other sources for
exact locations of environmental resources such as wetlands,
native prairie and floodplain. Not all of these resources are dis-
played on this figure.

The incorporated town plans are displayed on this figure. In
many circumstances the land use categories in the town plans
were different from the categories used in the Lincoln Lancaster
County Plan, so some adjustments were made for the purposes
of this display. These communities and their specific adopted
plans should be consulted as the source for decisions within
their zoning jurisdictions.
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12.3Adopted December 2016
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12.6 Lincoln/Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan - 2016 Update
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