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was the work of the Mayor’s Road Design Task Force.  
This 14 member committee appointed by the Mayor 
of Lincoln was charged with developing a strategy 
for addressing the near term roadway funding 
challenges of the time. Among other findings, 
the Task Force recommended the City consider 
extended life for rural paved roadways, simplified 
road designs, and building roads initially to meet 
the demand of the immediate future, rather than 
traffic volumes that may not exist for decades. An 
updated look at this strategy would be useful to 
ensure the current development needs are being 
addressed with cost factors constrained. 

In addition to the Highway 2 corridor, several 
roadway corridors were originally contemplated 
as six-lane (or four-lane) major widening projects. 
However, an alternative approach to major 
widening is recommended for these corridors. This 
approach would focus on traffic signal coordination 
and intersection improvements. By applying this 
alternative approach to these corridors, the limited 
funding available for roadway capital projects can 
be stretched to address the congestion needs on 
more corridors. 

The Needs Based Plan reflects this philosophy by 
including roadway designs that are scaled back, 
compared to the 2030 LRTP, to the projected traffic 
demands of year 2040. In some cases this means 
that existing pavement, such as the asphalt paving 
on Saltillo Road in southwest Lincoln, would remain 
(and be maintained) to serve the future population 
through 2040 along with safety improvements.  
However, acquisition of right-of-way should 
still occur with development to plan for the full 
build-out of the roadway beyond 2040.

The result of this approach in planning for future 
roads is a system that attempts to provide paved 
roadways to all areas of the future service limit 
and minimizes the level of congestion in the road 
system while keeping costs as low as possible.

South and East Beltways
The South and East Beltways have long been 
projects included in the Lincoln and Lancaster 
County Comprehensive Plan.  Together with the 
West Bypass/US Highway 77 and Interstate 80, 
they would form a beltway loop around the City 
of Lincoln.  These roadways provide alternative 
routes for traffic traveling around the City of 
Lincoln, particularly interstate truck traffic.  The 
safety benefits of removing this type of traffic 
from 84th Street, NE Highway 2, and 148th Street, 
which also serve as major intercity traffic routes, are 
very important.  Protecting the beltway corridors, 
acquiring the right-of-way, 
and obtaining funding has 
begun for these routes.  
The South Beltway is a 
$297.315 million State 
project that is in the State’s 
programmed budget.  
The State has completed 
preliminary engineering 
and done some level of 
work with landowners within the planned corridor.  
With the passage of the Build Nebraska Act (LB 
84) during the 2011 State legislative session, road 
funding for the State’s expressway system became 
available beginning in 2013. 

The East Beltway remains a local project at this 
time with no state or federal funding available to 
assist.  The price tag for construction of this project 
does not justify this being solely a local project.  At 
this time, the City and County should continue to 
fund a program for protecting the corridor where 
the future East Beltway is planned.  However, no 
funding is shown at this time for construction of 
this project.  Continued evaluation of this corridor 
is important in order to identify any change in its 
priority.

Nebraska Highway 2
One of the largest roadway projects in the capital 
road program is the Highway 2 corridor project.  
A Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) 
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