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MEETING RECORD 
 

NAME OF GROUP:   PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
DATE, TIME AND   Wednesday, April 4, 2018, 1:00 p.m., Hearing  
PLACE OF MEETING: Room 112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 

S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
MEMBERS IN  Tom Beckius, Tracy Corr, Tracy Edgerton, Deane Finnegan,  
ATTENDANCE Cristy Joy, and Sändra Washington; Maja V. Harris, Chris 

Hove, and Dennis Scheer absent. David Cary, Paul Barnes, 
Kellee Van Bruggen, Collin Christopher, Michael Brienzo, 
Geri Rorabaugh, and Amy Huffman of the Planning 
Department; media and other interested citizens. 

 
STATED PURPOSE  Special Planning Commission Hearing on Lincoln’s 6-year 
OF MEETING: Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and the Draft 

Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). 
 
Vice Chair Corr called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the Open Meetings 
Act in the room. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS NO. 18001, REVIEW OF THE DRAFT FY 2018/19 TO FY2020/2022 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CURRENT 
LINCOLN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN:       April 4, 2018 
 
Members present: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Joy, and Washington; Harris, Hove, and 
Scheer absent. 
 
Staff recommendation: General Conformance with the 2040 Lincoln MPO Long Range 
Transportation Plan. 
 
Staff Presentation: Michael Brienzo of the Planning Department stated MPO covers all of 
Lancaster County. The TIP brought forward each year must conform with Federal regulations. 
This includes projects that use Federal funding or require Federal review, as well as regionally 
significant projects like the South Beltway. The TIP is prepared annually and includes projects 
to be implemented by agencies within the County. It is fiscally constrained, which is important 
for use of Federal funds because they put a cap on funds. The Federal funds in the programmed 
projects are tied to those projects and cannot be moved around. All projects must be identified 
either specifically or generally. 
 
The 4-year scheduled projects are developed cooperatively with various transportation 
agencies in the County, such as the NE Department of Transportation, Lancaster County 
Engineer, City Engineers, Star Tran, the Airport Authority, Parks & Recreation, and the Lower 
Platte South NRD, University of Nebraska, and the communities of Hickman and Waverly. There 
is a sub-committee and a public review process. Other agencies are also required to submit 
significant projects. 
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All comments received at this meeting and the recommendation of this body will be attached 
to the TIP as it moves forward. These become part of the document itself. The next stop after 
Planning Committee is the MPO Technical Advisory Committee. They will make a 
recommendation to the MPO Officials and Policy Board which includes members of the City 
Council, County Board, and State representatives. The Mayor acts as the Executive Officer. If 
approved, it will become active on October 1, the start of the fiscal year for the Federal 
government. The plan is then updated annually.  
 
Washington noted that the Federal years don’t align with the CIP and some cost goes beyond 
the 4-year period. She wondered how those projects will be funded. Brienzo said the TIP is 
programmed management. Once the funds are obligated, they get carried over to the next 
fiscal year. There is no buildup of credit from year to year.  

Washington asked for more information about the Community Multiscale Air Quality (CMAQ) 
grant funds. Brienzo said that those funds must be tied to communities that have air quality 
problems. Since Nebraska does not have that, the State has the ability to use the funds on other 
projects that they lay out the criteria to follow in order to support alternative transportation 
modes.  

There was no public testimony on this item. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS NO. 18001 
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 4, 2018 
 
Washington moved General Conformance with the 2040 Lincoln MPO Long Range Transportation 
Plan, seconded by Finnegan and carried, 5-0: Washington, Edgerton, Finnegan, Joy, and Corr 
voting >yes=; Beckius abstaining; Harris, Hove, and Scheer absent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING RECORD 
 
 
NAME OF GROUP:   TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
DATE, TIME AND   April 19, 2018, 1:00 p.m., Conference Room 113,  
PLACE OF MEETING:   County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, NE  
 
MEMBERS AND OTHERS David Cary - Planning Dept., Pam Dingman – County 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Engineering, Miki Esposito – Public Works & Utilities, Paul 

Barnes and Kellee Van Bruggen – Planning Dept., Lonnie 
Burklund and Randy Hoskins – Public Works & Utilities, 
Michael Davis – StarTran, Keith Kohel and Paul Gavin – 
Nebraska Dept. of Transportation (NDOT),  Richard Bishop 
– Urban Development, Chad Lay – Lincoln Airport 
Authority, Larry Legg – County Engineer and Roger Figard – 
Railroad Transportation Safety District (RTSD); (Gary 
Bergstrom – Health Dept. and Lynn Johnson – Parks & 
Recreation absent).   

    Mike Brienzo and Teresa McKinstry of the Planning Dept., 
Brian Pillard of StarTran, Rick Haden of Felsburg Holt & 
Ullevig; Thomas Shafer of Public Works & Utilities; Kris 
Humphrey of RTSD, Mark Fischer of NDOT; Karl 
Frederickson; Jon Large of Lincoln Airport Authority; Nancy 
Hicks of the Lincoln Journal Star and other interested 
parties.  

 
Chair Miki Esposito called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the Open 
Meetings Act in the room. 
 
REVIEW AND ACTION TO RECOMMEND THE PROPOSED FY 2019-2022 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE OFFICIALS COMMITTEE: 
 
Brienzo stated the TIP is updated every year.  The MPO TIP is a four year program.  It is a 
federally mandated document in order to program federal dollars and local match.  This 
document is closely looked at.  We work very closely with the FTA.  It includes projects and 
programs from the State Dept. of Transportation, County Engineering, Public Works & Utilities, 
StarTran, the Lincoln Airport Authority, the Federal Transit Administration, Parks & Recreation, 
the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District and the Railroad Transportation Safety 
District.  The TIP has gone through public review at Planning Commission.  There was a public 
hearing and recommendation.  They reviewed the TIP for compliance with the LRTP.  This will 
move forward to the Officials Committee on May 4, 2018.  It will then be forwarded to the State 
for inclusion in the State TIP.   
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Gavin added that NDOT received Tiger Grants for the South Beltway that aren’t shown here.  
Cary believes it can be acknowledged.  Brienzo noted that if it is not an approved funding 
source, it can’t be shown.  The document can be amended in September 2018 at the next 
Technical Committee meeting.  Gavin just wants to make note of it for Federal grant 
requirements.  Cary believes it will be noted.  Brienzo noted if agreements are signed and funds 
obligated, it can be included.  This is a long term project.   
 
ACTION: 
 
Figard moved approval of the FY 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program, seconded 
by Davis and carried 14-0: Barnes, Bishop, Burklund, Cary, Dingman, Esposito, Davis, Figard, 
Gavin, Hoskins, Kohel, Lay, Legg and Van Bruggen voting ‘yes’; Bergstrom and Johnson absent.  
 
 
 



MEETING RECORD 
 
 
 
NAME OF GROUP:  OFFICIALS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
DATE, TIME AND  May 4, 2018, 1:00 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 
PLACE OF MEETING:  County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE  
 
MEMBERS AND OTHERS Mayor Chris Beutler, Roy Christensen, Ryan Huff, Jane Raybould 
IN ATTENDANCE:  and Todd Wiltgen; (Jennifer Brinkman absent).  Paul Barnes, Mike 

Brienzo and Teresa McKinstry of the Planning Dept.; and Miki 
Esposito of Public Works & Utilities.  

 
 
 
Chair Roy Christensen called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the Open 
Meetings Act in the room. 
 
REVIEW AND ACTION ON THE PROPOSED FY 2019-2022 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM: 
 
Brienzo stated that if we want to use projects for federal funding, they must be in the TIP.  This 
becomes part of the State TIP.  Our document is included in the State TIP by reference.  It is 
managed by the MPO in cooperation with other agencies that are developing plans such as 
Public Works, StarTran, RTSD, LAA and others.  On occasion, we receive small towns such as 
Hickman.  Primary roads through small communities are County roads.  This document is 
updated every year.  For the State section, they are adding a $25 million Tiger Grant for the 
South Beltway.   
 
Wiltgen wondered where that money goes.  Brienzo replied that it supplants the State portion.  
The City has an agreement with the State regarding financial responsibility.  In terms of County, 
they have been very successful in putting together Saltillo Road.    
 
Wiltgen noted that the South Beltway will have an impact on Saltillo Rd.  A lot is not known yet.  
Brienzo added that engineers develop the purpose and need.   
 
Brienzo continued that StarTran purchased full size buses, the State signed over 5339 funds to 
purchase new buses.  That was another successful StarTran project.    
 
ACTION: 
 
Wiltgen moved approval of the FY 2019-2022 TIP, seconded by Raybould and carried 5-0: 
Mayor Beutler, Christensen, Huff, Raybould and Wiltgen voting ‘yes’; Brinkman absent.  
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