
HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION IN 
LINCOLN



WHAT IS PRESERVATION?

“Preservation affords the 
opportunity for the citizens to 
regain a sense of identify with 
their own origins of which 
they have been robbed by the 
sheer process of urbanization”

James Marston Fitch

• Protects not just buildings, but landscapes and open 
spaces

• Preserves the stories and provides a connection with 
the past

• What we preserve (or fight to preserve) shows our 
collective values



EARLY HISTORY

Historic Preservation 
Ordinance Passed

1980

Mount Emerald Historic 
District designated

1981

Haymarket Historic 
District designated

1982

First Individual 
Designation (Pauely 
House)

1983



LINCOLN CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT

• Covers City of Lincoln (some county designations done)

• Housed in the Planning Department

• One staff member with administrative support

• Receive CLG grants annually to help fund operations



CLG ACTIVITIES

• Daily inquiries on building history

• Conduct surveys

• Manage HPC

• Public outreach/education

• Section 106 Reviews

• Complete nominations



DAILY 
INQUIRIES



SURVEY

• Individual
• 13,000+

• Reconnaissance
• 11 City, Countywide

• Thematic
• Aviation

• Highway

• State Owned Buildings

• Railroad

• Opera House

• Bridge



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

• Historic Preservation Commission

• 7 Member— two registered architects, one historian qualified in the field of American history, 
one registered landscape architect, if available; one licensed realtor; and two citizens at large

• 3 Year Terms

• Monthly Meetings, 3rd Thursday



EDUCATION



SECTION 106 
REVIEWS

• Urban Development Housing 
Rehab/Lead Abatement 
Projects

• Cell towers

• NDOT Projects



HISTORIC DESIGNATION TYPES

LOCAL LANDMARKS

• Considered a zoning overlay

• Approved with a set of design guidelines 
that regulate changes

• City only

NATIONAL REGISTER

• “Honor Roll” of historic properties

• No guidelines unless federal funding 
involved

• City and County

Both can be individual designations or districts



HISTORIC 
DESIGNATION 
STATISTICS



HISTORIC DESIGNATION STATISTICS



HISTORIC DESIGNATION STATISTICS



HISTORIC ZONING OVERLAY

1. Associated with events, person, or persons who have made a significant contribution to 
the history, heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State 
of Nebraska, or the United States;

2. Represents a distinctive architectural style or innovation, or is the work of a craftsman 
whose individual work is significant in the development of the City of Lincoln, the County 
of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States; or

3. Represents archeological value in that it yields or may be likely to yield information 
pertaining to prehistory or history.



CRITERION C



SPECIAL PERMIT FOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

• Adopted in 1979, predating the 
Historic Designation section

• Allows any use in any district

• Waives other zoning 
requirements like parking, signs, 
height, area

• HPC recommends, Planning 
Commission approves (except 
some instances, goes to CC)



DESIGN GUIDELINES

• All locally designated properties have a set of design guidelines specific to the property 
or district (114 total)

• Nearly all regulations pertain only to the exterior of the property, however some unique 
sites carry minimal interior protections as well

• Most guidelines are concerned with building elements visible from the street, leaving 
more flexibility on rear facades.



DESIGN GUIDELINES



DESIGN GUIDELINES

• Examples:

• Windows should be repaired not replaced; if beyond repair, they should be replaced with a 
similar window

• Vinyl or metal siding is allowed on a case-by-case basis (following HPC review) if the profile 
matches the original

• Chain link fencing is prohibited in front yards

• No new paved areas are allowed in front of the home

• Demolition is a last resort and should not be undertaken



REVIEW PROCESS

• Administrative

• Certificate of No Material Effect

• Reviews are done at the staff level only and approval granted by the Planning Director.

• Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
• Certificate of Appropriateness

• Certificate of Exception

• Certificate of Allowance



REVIEW PROCESS

• Can take as little as a month to 
complete and up to several 
depending on the project scope

• Triggered for major exterior 
alterations

• Monthly meetings on the Third 
Thursday of the month



ONLINE 
RESOURCES

www.lincoln.ne.gov/historic

or

preservation@lincoln.ne.gov

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/historic


QUESTIONS?

Contact Information

www.Lincoln.ne.gov/historic
preservation@lincoln.ne.gov or srouse@lincoln.ne.gov
(402) 441-7491

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/historic
mailto:preservation@lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:srouse@lincoln.ne.gov
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