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About the Data
• Publicly available sources

• Trailing Indicators – not Leading Indicators

• Some data is through 2019 – does not include pandemic

• Overall, we are tracking long-term trends



General Trends





What is the biggest driver of 
population growth?

• Newcomers to Lincoln

• More people are moving to Lincoln than our natural 
growth rate

• The largest group of newcomers is 18-24, many of whom 
move to Lincoln for higher education







Basic Needs















Children & Families









Workforce



We have consistently seen over the 
years that Lincoln has:

• High workforce participation (72% in 2019)

• A highly educated workforce

• 26% with a bachelor’s degree
• 15% with a graduate or professional degree

• Low unemployment (4.2% in 2020)

• Increase from 2.7% in 2019
• Now lower than in 2019









Education



Lincoln students:
• High rates of proficiency compared to the rest of 

Nebraska in:

• 3rd grade language arts

• 8th grade math

• However, national research suggests student learning 
was negatively impacted by changes necessitated by 
COVID-19 pandemic













Health





Lincoln continues to have lower than 
national rates of:

• Deaths due to

• Cancer
• Heart Disease*

• Diabetes*

*However, deaths, due to heart disease and diabetes 
are increasing nationally and in Lincoln

















Safety & Security







Find out more…

Dr. Stacey Hoffman

University of Nebraska Public Policy Center

shoffman@nebraska.edu

Lincoln Vital Signs:
lincolnvitalsigns.org

Prosper Lincoln:
prosperlincoln.org


