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Youth Climate Action Fund – Eligibility Checklist

Use the following checklist to determine if your application meets project eligibility requirements. If you can answer yes to all the questions below your project is eligible. If you answer no to any, please revise your application. 

1. Is your community partner an eligible organization? Your community partner must be one of the following: 
· A youth-led organization (e.g., youth clubs or groups), 
· A youth-serving organization (adult-led organizations that support young people), 
· A sponsor organization (e.g., city agencies, educational institutions, museums, or community organizations).	

2. Can your community partner receive and manage grant funding? Your community partner must have:
· Formal incorporation or status, 
· A bank account in its name,
· The ability to manage the funds? 

3. Is your community partner a recognized non-profit or charitable entity under local laws (unless a public entity), and does it have clear charitable goals? Private companies, individuals, and organizations affiliated with political parties are not eligible to receive microgrants. 
· Yes
· No

4. Is your project youth-led? Projects must be proposed, designed, and led by at least two individuals aged 15 to 24 who are actively leading and implementing the project from start to finish. 
· Yes
· No

5. Is the project aligned with Lincoln's Climate Action Plan and priorities?
· Yes
· No

6. Can your project be completed by Thursday, April 15, 2027?
· Yes
· No

7. Does your application include a simple budget showing how funds will be used?
· Yes
· No

8. Are all of the costs eligible? 
· Yes
· No

Ineligible costs include:
· Services covered by existing city initiatives
· Rent or utilities
· Lobbying or voter-registration efforts
· Commercial activities
· Payments to government officials
· Nonprofit/NGO incorporation fees
· Speaker honorariums and speaker fees
· Scholarships
· Direct support to individuals or families
· Partisan political organizations, political campaigns, fundraisers, or projects
· Capital campaigns, endowments, or endowed chairs
· Events or fundraisers not related to youth climate action	

9. Is more than half of your budget being spent on equipment or capital investment in infrastructure? Equipment and capital investment for infrastructure improvements must represent less than 50% of your project’s microgrant budget. For example, if your budget request is $2,000 and you are planning to install a bench in a park that costs $1,500, your project would not be eligible since you would be allocating more than 50% of your budget to infrastructure.
· Yes
· No

Please consult the program’s webpage “Proposal Details and Application” for more detailed definitions of eligible costs.
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