
ATTACHMENT ‘A’

Chapter 3.76
LINCOLN DOWNTOWN DESIGN STANDARDS

. . .

4.1 Site Development

a. Downtown Lincoln buildings west of 19th Street and on North 21st Street from O
to Q Streets shall be “built-to” their front property lines (and on corner lots, shall
be built-to both front property lines). 

b. Pedestrian plazas and forecourts at street level shall be permitted except on P
Street from 9th to 19th Street and on North 21st Street from O to Q Streets.

c. Any on-site surface parking shall be paved and must be screened with plant
materials, masonry walls, or masonry and wrought iron (not chain-link) fences, or
some combination thereof, to provide at least a 90% screen from grade to three
feet above the grade.  

d. Parking shall be set back six feet from the property line if only plant materials are
used for screening or set back three feet if fence or wall are used.  

e. Parking and driveways between a building and the street are prohibited with two
exceptions: 

1. hotels may offer drop-off lanes at their principal entrance; and

2. buildings situated on a parcel occupying an entire blockface may be built to
one corner (fronting two streets) and may offer screened parking behind
and/or beside the building.

f. Drive-through lanes, if used, must be located behind or beside buildings, and are
prohibited between the building and streets.  

g. Drive-through facilities (in which the customer is served directly in the car
including, but  not limited to, drive-in teller windows and ATMs, drive-in
restaurants, motorized vehicle fuel sales facilities, motorized vehicle
repair/service, or motorized vehicle wash facilities) are prohibited in the area of
the B-4 Lincoln Center Business District bounded by 10th Street, 150 feet north of
P Street, 14th Street, and N Street.
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4.2 Building Features

a. Materials:

1. For the first 20 (twenty) feet above street level, durable masonry materials,
such as stone, brick, or tile, or similar materials such as pre-cast concrete, or
poured-in-place concrete are required as the primary exterior material facing
streets for Downtown Lincoln buildings.  Ample windows are allowed but
glass curtain wall structures are allowed only in the area more than 20 feet
above street level.  Decorative accents of durable materials including metal
architectural panels, architectural tile, and metalwork are allowed.  Other
high-quality, durable materials as accents or primary materials may be
proposed to and approved by the appropriate design review board.

2. Faux brick products (not made of fired clay) are prohibited.

3. Use of lap or shingle siding of any material including wood, vinyl,
cementious, or painted or corrugated metal is prohibited for Downtown
Lincoln buildings. 

4. Plain or painted Cconcrete block is prohibited as the primary material on
street facades in Downtown Lincoln; other concrete masonry units may be
proposed to and approved by the appropriate design review board. 

5. Stucco or synthetic stucco is prohibited below the 12 (twelve) foot level but
may be substituted above that level for the durable masonry materials
described in section 4.2.a.1.

b. Parking structures and lots:

1. Parking structures shall be designed with usable floor area on the ground floor
between parking areas and public sidewalks if built between (and including)
N and Q Streets, and between 9th and 19th Streets, and along North 21st
Street between O and Q Streets and along Canopy Drive.

2. Any ground-floor parking in structures must be screened from public
sidewalks.

3. Entrances and exits shall be located and grouped to minimize curb cuts and
other interruptions of pedestrian movement on sidewalks.  

4. Parking structures shall be designed with the appearance of horizontal floors, 
concealing sloped floors or ramps visible on street facades.  (Entrance and
exit ramps may be visible through openings on the ground floor.)
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c. Roofs:

1. Downtown Lincoln buildings shall conceal low pitched or nearly flat roofs
behind parapet walls. Visible roofs are acceptable only on penthouses
providing habitable space, set back at least ten feet from parapet walls. 

2. Mechanical equipment on rooftops shall be architecturally screened with
materials compatible with the main walls of the building so they are not
visible from adjacent streets.

d. Entrances and first floor windows:

1. Buildings shall have at least one principal entrance that faces the street.
Buildings on corners or with multiple street frontages may have a single
principal entrance, which must face a street.

2. The ground floor of buildings with frontages between (and including) N and
Q Streets, and between 9th and 19th Streets and on North 21st Street from O
to Q Streets and on Canopy Drive shall have transparent glazing in at least
70% of the area between four feet and nine feet above the sidewalk, except in
the case of residential buildings.  Building in other areas shall have
transparent glazing in at least 50% of the area between four and nine feet
above the sidewalk, except in the case of buildings with first-floor residential
uses.

3 Ramps for accessibility added to existing buildings, shall employ materials
and design features drawn from the main structure.  New buildings shall not
include exterior ramps along street frontages.


