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16-40 Introduce: 4-25-16

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE amending Section 9.24.110 of the Lincoln Municipal Code to allow
electrically charged fences to be installed for security purposes in association with the use of an
alarm system; and repealing Section 9.24.110 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:

Section 1. That Section 9.24.110 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to
read as follows:
9.24.110 Electrically Charged Fences Prohibited; Evidence.

A. General Prohibition.

It shall be unlawful, except as provided below, for any person, firm, corporation, or other

entity owning or controlling any property in the city to construct, maintain, or permit to remain
on the property any fence charged with electricity. In any prosecution under this section,
testimony that any fence was under the control of the defendant or situated on the defendant's
premises and that any person receiving an electric shock by coming in contact with the fence,
shall be prima facie evidence that the defendant caused the fence to be charged with a current of
electricity and caused or permitted the fence to be connected with a source of electricity.

B. Exception: The use of electrified fencing as part of an alarm system for security

purposes is allowed, provided that the use of electrified fencing complies with the following

requirements:

1. Permits required.

i. Commercial Alarm User Permit. No electrified fencing may be

installed at any property for security purposes unless the electrified fence

user has applied for and received a commercial alarm user permit from the
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Chief of Police for a burglar alarm system pursuant to Chapter 5.56

“Emergency Alarm System” of the Lincoln Municipal Code.

i. Alarm Business Permit. No person shall install electrified fencing

unless such person has applied for and received a permit from the Chief of

Police to engage in an alarm business in the City pursuant to Chapter 5.56

“Emergency Alarm System” of the Lincoln Municipal Code.

General Requirements. Electrified fencing shall apply with the

following requirements:

i. Electrical Standard. Electrified fences shall be constructed or

installed in conformance with specifications set forth in the

International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Standard No.

60335-2-76, or successor.

ii. Electrification.

a. The energizer for electrified fences must be driven by a

commercial storage battery not to exceed 12 volts DC. The

storage battery must be charged primarily by a solar panel.

However the solar panel may be augmented by a

commercial trickle charger.

=

The electrified charge produced by the fence upon contact

shall not exceed energizer characteristics set forth in

paragraph 22.108 and depicted in Figure 102 of the IEC

Standard No. 60335-2-76 or Successor.

iii. Perimeter Fence or Wall. Electrified fences shall be completely

surrounded by a non-electrified fence or wall that is six (6) feet in
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height, the perimeter fence or wall shall have no barbed,

concertina, or similar wire attached. Any barbed, concertina, or

similar wire on existing fences or walls shall be removed prior to

the installation of the electrified fence.

Setback.

a. Any opening in the perimeter fence less than or equal to

three (3) inches shall require a minimum 12-inch setback

from the electrified fence.

=

Any opening in the perimeter fence greater than three (3)

inches shall require either a screening buffer permanently

installed to the perimeter fence decreasing the opening to 3-

inches or less or a minimum 36-inch setback from the

electrified fence.

Height. Notwithstanding the height limitations for fences in

Vi.

Section 27.72.140 of the Lincoln Municipal Code, electrified

fencing may be erected to a height not to exceed 10 feet.

Warning Signs. Electrified fences shall be clearly identified with

Vil.

readily visible 12-inch by 18-inch warning signs on both the inside

and outside of the fence. The signs shall read “Warning-Electric

Fence” in English with international symbols at intervals of not

greater than 50 feet.

Emergency Access. A “Knox Box” or other similar approved

device approved by the City’s Bureau of Fire Prevention

(“Bureau”) keyed to a master key provided to and controlled by the
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Lincoln Fire and Rescue Department shall be ordered through the

Bureau and installed for emergency access by the Lincoln Police

Department and the Lincoln Fire and Rescue Department. A

means to disconnect electrical power to the fence shall be readily

available to the Lincoln Police Department and the Lincoln Fire

and Rescue Department. Disconnect switches and controls shall be

in an accessible location on the property. Approved signs stating

the identification of such switches/controls in addition to

informational instructions as to how to disable the electrical system

shall be installed to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief. In the event

that access by personnel of the Lincoln Police Department and/or

the Lincoln Fire and Rescue Department to a property where a

permitted electrified fence has been installed and is operating is

required due to an emergency or urgent circumstances, and the

Knox Box or other similar approved device above is absent or non-

functional, and an owner, manager, employee, custodian, or any

other person with control over the property is not present to disable

the electrified fence, such personnel shall be authorized to disable

the electrified fence in order to gain access to the property. As a

condition of permit issuance, all applicants issued permits to install

or use an electrified fence as provided in this chapter will agree to

waive any and all claims for damages to the electrified fence

against the City of Lincoln and/or its personnel under such

circumstances.
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viii.  Proximity to Residential Zones or Uses. Electrified fences shall

be located no closer than (A) 100 feet from the property line of any

premises used in whole or part for a residential use, daycare

facility, school, or park, or (B) 100 feet from a R-1 through R-8

Residential District or the P - Public Use District.

Section 2. That Section 9.24.110 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto
existing be and the same is hereby repealed.

Section 3. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 7 of the City Charter, this ordinance
shall be posted on the official bulletin board of the City, located on the wall across from the City
Clerk's office at 555 S. 10th Street, in lieu of and in place of newspaper publication with notice
of passage and such posting to be given by publication one time in the official newspaper by the
City Clerk. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and
publication as herein and in the City Charter provided.

Introduced by:

Approved as to Form & Legality: Approved this __ day of , 2016:

City Attorney Mayor




