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RECEIVED 
AUG 10 2011 

Mary M. Eisenhart 
Committee for Preservation of East Campus Historic Preservation 

1420 North 37th Street 

Lincoln/lancasler Co. 
Planning Department 

Lincoln, NE 68503 
503-866-5704 

mmeisen@eisenhartconsulting.com 

August 10, 2011 

Ed Zimmer 
Planning Department - Historic Preservation 
County-City Building 
555 South 10

th 
Street 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

RE: Proposed Alpha Gamma Rho (AGR) Fraternity Project 

Dear Ed, 

Many thanks for taking my call this morning regarding the Planning Department meeting schedule, and the 
proposed AGR building project at Idylwild Drive and Holdrege Street. As we discussed, this is located in our 
Landmark Historic District, and we have just become aware that the project was moving forward, via the attached 
notification to those of us living within 300 feet of the proposed construction. 

We are very concerned that this building plan is not in keeping with our Historic District guidelines. The height 
alone is a concern -literally dwarfing the historic home that will be left on Holdrege Street, next to it. They have 
just quietly purchased the home to the east on Holdrege; they already own the two dwellings on Idylwild, south of 
their building. One house was already allowed to be taken down for increased parking at some point -I'm not 
sure of the date. 

The parking will still be inadequate, even at the expanded so spaces, for the number of residents; this will add to 
the already difficult parking situation we deal with eve.rv day in our neighborhood. There are no planned buffers 
between the parking and backyards of the adjacent properties on 3ih Street - the noise is already an issue for 
those neighbors. One of the homes has become a rental for this reason. We are trying so hard to attract and 
retain families/property owners interested in preserving the East Campus neighborhood; it is difficult when we are 
up against this type of construction. Our property values are at issue - and the preservation of this Historic District 
and its character and integrity are also in danger. 

Ours is a fragile "island" that has staved off encroachment of "slumlord" properties as much as we can. The 
introduction of such a structure in our midst will set a most disturbing precedent - why not more apartment 
buildings of similar size? Why not expand the other three fraternities in our neighborhood and the Clinton 
neighborhood? If the project cannot be scaled down, perhaps they could consider relocating, so that we could 
restore the three single-family homes to private ownership, and restore the post-historic current building to a 
more appropriate structure. There are many options to discuss. 

Representatives of our new committee plan to attend the upcoming meeting next Thursday. We remain dedicated 
to the preservation of our Historic District, and welcome any information or suggestions you might have. 

Sincerely yours, 

IlL. f.,~a:::. 
Ma Eisenhart~Comm ee for Preservation of East Campus Historic District 

/encl. 




