Review of signs for Courtyard Marriott Hotel,
8th & R Streets

Background: The new hotel nearing completion at 8" & R Streets has been developed with City TIF
assistance under a redevelopment agreement. While the hotel is located just north of the
designated Haymarket Landmark District and is not subject to the Special Sign Criteria of
Haymarket, the redevelopment agreement directs that various design aspects of the hotel,
including the sign package, be submitted for design review by the City, with input from the city
design boards. UDC & HPC are asked to advise the city administration on this submittal.

Discussion: Within the designated Haymarket Landmark District, traditional sign types with the
appearance of painted wall signs, externally illuminated signs, and exposed neon illuminated signs
are encouraged. Plastic-faced, internally illuminated signs are not allowed. Channel letters
illuminated with neon-stroke or LED tubing have been well-used at several locations on 8t Street.

The Marriott sign package uses channel letter signs in several locations, appropriately scaled for the
size of the building and their locations. Most have colored vinyl faces, but they do not vary greatly
from Haymarket signs. The wall sign proposed for high on the east wall (“F”) appears to be a plastic
faced cabinet-type sign that would not be allowed in Haymarket, but it is orient away from the
district and is mounted over 6 stories up.

One sign that might be considered for re-design is the pedestrian —oriented under-canopy sign (D)
which appears to be an interior-illuminated white plastic sign, 8-feet long and two feet tall, with
white letters for “Courtyard” and red fir “Marriott.” The west face is oriented to the 8t & R
intersection, with 16 sq. feet of illuminated white plastic. The legibility of “Courtyard” seems to be
rather modest for the amount of light-spill and the sign-type seems inelegant at best.



Photo simulation, view south on N. 8t St.



Photo simulation, looking northeast across 8t & R intersection



Photo simulation, view to northwest to hotel entrance courtyard
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courtyard, facing 9th St.
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Channel letters, back-lit with red LED or
white neon, colored acrylic faces
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“Pin-mount” letters standing atop canopy, 35’8” long
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Sign below canopy, two-faces, oriented

to east and west
Interior-lit, plastic-faced sign
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WHITE VINYL "COURTYARD' AND
RED VINYL 'MARRIOTT'
BOTH SIDES OF 2-FT HIGH
PENDANT-HUNG NON-
ILLUMINATED 2-INCH DEEP
BACKGROUND CABINET
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Described as Pin-mount letters, but appears to be back-lit,
plastic faced cabinet, 8'x12’9”
Oriented toward 9t Street




