PARKS, RECREATION
& OPEN SPACE

This section explores the city and county s existing network of
parks, recreational facilities, and open space. It includes discus-
sion regarding the various local, State, and private agencies devel-
oping and maintaining parks, trails, community centers, and recre-
ational facilities.

LINCOLN PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department is the primary public sector provider of recreational services to city
residents. The Department manages 102 different sites on 5,474 acres of parks and open space land. The Parks and
Recreation Department oversees 224 buildings and
80 playgrounds. It has responsibility for 20 lakes
and ponds, totaling 225 acres — with Holmes Lake
being the largest water body at 94 acres. The
Department also operates five public golf courses, e
including Ager Junior, Highlands, Holmes, Mahoney e
and Pioneers.

Lincoln maintains a system of five park types - -
mini-parks, neighborhood parks, community parks,
regional parks and natural resource / open space
areas. Within these parks a variety of special pur-
pose facilities are provided.

LANCASTER COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATIONAL SERVICES

Lancaster County does not directly operate parks or provide recreational programs. The County has acquired some
park and open space in the past, most notably the 1,475 acre Wilderness Park in the southwest Lincoln area and
Interstate Park located along I-180. The City Parks and Recreation Department operates and maintains these arcas
under inter-local agreements between the city and county.
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OTHER PuBLic, SEmMIPUBLIC, AND PRIVATE FACILITIES

Additional recreational facilities under the control of public schools, private and parochial schools, the State of
Nebraska, other units of local government, and private interests are available to local residents.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Lincoln Public Schools, various private and parochial schools, and other school districts in Lancaster County
play a key role in the overall system of recreational facilities and services. Schools are focal points for surrounding
neighborhoods. School playgrounds and facilities can be the most significant recreation resource at the neighbor-
hood level.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Local colleges and universities also provide a wide range of participant activities and spectator sports available to
both students and the community. Major sports, music, and entertainment programs often are held in facilities owned
by colleges and universities.

NoN PROFITS/ORGANIZATION

The YMCA, YWCA, and other private organizations sponsor programs in swimming, athletics, arts and crafts, camp-
ing, and various club activities and provide facilities for more casual recreational activities. Some examples of pri-
vate sector recreation facilities include bowling alleys, sport courts, soccer complexes, gyms and athletic clubs and
the privately owned golf and miniature golf courses.
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