
COMMON RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 
INCLUDE GARAGES (ATTACHED AND DETACHED), 

SHEDS, AND WORKSHOPS 

HOW ARE ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 

REGULATED TODAY? 

Regulations for accessory buildings can be found 

in Chapter 27.72.120 of the City of Lincoln Zoning 

Ordinance. The chapter regulates height, 

setbacks, and rear yard coverage for accessory 

buildings. 

Accessory building area is regulated by 

administrative policy through the Building and 

Safety Department and is not found in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  A summary of the existing policy can 

be found on the reverse page. 

WHY IS AN UPDATE NEEDED? 

Accessory building area is regulated by 

administrative policy and is not found in the 

Zoning Ordinance. This creates confusion for 

applicants and is difficult to administer. This 

update will add residential accessory building area 

requirements to the Zoning Ordinance alongside 

existing accessory building regulations. 

Maximum residential accessory building area 

requirements for various lot sizes and zoning 

districts have also been re-evaluated to better meet 

the needs of residents. A summary of proposed 

changes can be found on the reverse page. 

RESIDENTIAL 
ACCESSORY 
BUILDINGS 
 

UPDATE PROCESS 

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning 

Department and a working group comprised of 

homebuilders, neighborhood representatives, and 

others involved with Lincoln real estate met weekly 

over the course of two months. The proposed text 

amendment is a result of the working group’s 

recommendations. It is currently available for 

public review and comment.  

In Summer 2016 the Planning Commission and City 

Council will review and take action on the proposed 

amendment.   

WHAT DOES THIS UPDATE INCLUDE? 

This update will add regulations for residential 

accessory building area to Chapter 27.72.120 of the 

City of Lincoln Zoning Ordinance.   

PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT 

TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN 

ZONING ORDINANCE  



ACCESSORY BUILDING AREA TODAY 
 Regulated by administrative policy through the Building 

and Safety Department. 

 All residential lots or tracts within the city are 

allowed a maximum of 2,000 sq. ft. of accessory 

building area.  

 Residential lots or tracts outside the city but within 

the 3-mile extra-territorial jurisdiction are allowed 

between 2,000 and 6,000 sq. ft. depending on 

lot size. 

PROPOSED REVISIONS 
 Area requirements added to Chapter 27.72.120 of the 

City of Lincoln Zoning Ordinance alongside existing 

accessory building regulations. 

 Maximum accessory building area varies based on 

zoning district, house size, location on the lot, and lot 

size.   

 Accessory buildings are encouraged to locate outside 

of the setbacks and away from lot lines, but a certain 

amount of accessory building area is allowed within 

the setbacks to allow flexibility of lot usage. 

 For urban areas the size of accessory buildings is  

related to the size of the house. 

 Within urban residential districts maximum 

accessory building area varies between 1,000 sq. ft. 

for the smallest lots to 5,000 sq. ft. 

 Within agriculture districts maximum accessory 

building area varies between 2,000 sq. ft. for the 

smallest lots to no maximum for agriculture lots 

or tracts greater than 10 acres.  

A TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL GARAGE 

STALL IS 250—350 SQUARE FEET. 

A 25 x 20 2-STALL GARAGE IS 500 

SQUARE FEET. 

A TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL SHED IS 

150—250 SQUARE FEET. A 10 x 12 

LAWN STORAGE SHED IS 120 

SQUARE FEET. 

THIS PROPOSED UPDATE ONLY 

APPLIES TO LINCOLN AND ITS 

3-MILE JURISDICTION. 

MOST RESIDENTIAL LOTS IN 

THE CITY WOULD BE 

PERMITTED BETWEEN 1,500 

AND 3,500 SQ. FT. FOR 

ACCESSSORY BUILDINGS. 

DETAILED PROPOSAL & 

SUMMARY PRESENTATION 

AVAILABLE AT 

lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/ 

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning 
Department welcomes  your questions or 
comments. 

 

Andrew Thierolf 

402-441-6371 

athierolf@lincoln.ne.gov 

 

555 S. 10th Street 

Suite 213 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

 

Please submit your 
comments by May 31. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 


