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Goal

Develop a better way of regulating accessory 
buildings in residential areas, with a focus on 
including standards for maximum area

Implemented through a text amendment to zoning 
ordinance



Current Ordinance: Definition
Accessory Buildings and Uses 

subordinate building or a portion of the main building
use is customary and incidental to the main use of the 
premises

Garage

designed for storage or use by occupants of main building
no more than four bays



Inside City Limits

2,000 sf. max. 

(all lot sizes)

Outside City Limits, in 3 mile

Lot size less than 3 acres: 2,000 sf. max.

Lot size 3 acres: 4,000 sf. max.

Lot size 4 acres: 5,000 sf. max.

Lot size 5 or more acres: 6,000 sf. max.

Size is currently regulated by Building and Safety policy

Not located in zoning ordinance

Current Ordinance: Area



District height if within building envelope

15’ in rear yard

8’ if within 20’ of front lot line along major street

Current Ordinance: Height

Height is measured from 

the halfway point of a 

pitch roof



If within 6’ of main building, must comply with setback 
requirements of main building

Current Ordinance: Setbacks

Attached Garage

R-2 zoning

Side Yard: 5’

Rear Yard: 20’ or 20%

Front Yard: 25’
600 sf.



If more than 6’ from main building, accessory building can 
be 2’ from side or rear lot lineswhen 60’ from front lot line

Current Ordinance: Setbacks

Accessory Shed

Side Yard: 2’

Rear Yard: 2’

60’ from front lot line

200 
sf.



Not allowed in front yard, some exceptions for double-
frontage lots

Current Ordinance: Setbacks

Accessory Shed

2 Front Yards: 25’ each



Accessory buildings can occupy 
40% of rear yard

Current Ordinance: Lot Coverage

Rear yard – 20’ or 20% of lot depth
Building covers 22% of rear yard



Home Occupations
Can be located within a dwelling 
unit or accessory building

Maximum allowable area for 
occupation is 20% of dwelling unit

Regulations regarding home 
occupations are not changed with 
this proposed text amendment



Existing Parcels: R1 – R8

City + 3-mile jurisdiction
Occupied residential parcels
Excludes multi-family



Existing Parcels: AGR

City + 3-mile jurisdiction
All AGR parcels



Existing Parcels: AG

City + 3-mile jurisdiction
All AG parcels



Lot: 4,970 sf.

Zoning District: R-2

House: 1,570 sf. 

Existing Accessory: 90 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 1,500 sf.

1,410 

sf.

90 sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

The maximum accessory building area in this lot size 

category and zoning district is 1,500 square feet –

27.72.120(d). In order to exceed 1,000 square feet in 

accessory building area, no more than 500 square feet 

and no building larger than 500 square feet can be in the 

setbacks, and cumulative accessory area cannot be 

larger than the house.



Lot: 5,889 sf.

Zoning District: R-2

House: 730 sf.

Existing Accessory: 290 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 1,000 sf.
710 
sf.

220 
sf.

70 
sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

All residential lots in this lot size category and zoning 

district are allowed 1,000 square feet of accessory 

building area – 27.72.120(d). In order to exceed 1,000 

square feet in accessory building area, no more than 500 

square feet and no building larger than 500 square feet 

can be in the setbacks, and cumulative accessory area 

cannot be larger than the house.



Zoning District: R-3

House: 1,536 sf.

Existing Accessory: 480 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 1,536 sf. 

1,20 

sf.
480 
sf.

Lot: 7,800 sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

806 
sf.

250 sf.

Cumulative accessory building area in excess of 1,500 

square feet cannot exceed size of house for this lot size 

category and zoning district – 27.72.120(d)(3). In order to 

exceed 1,500 square feet in accessory building area, no 

more than 250 square feet and no building larger than 

250 square feet can be in the setbacks, and cumulative 

accessory area cannot be larger than the house.



Zoning District: R-3

House: 1,097 sf.

Existing Accessory: 800 sf.

1,20 

sf.

Lot: 9,599 sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

650 

sf.

150 
sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 1,500 sf. 

700 
sf.

All residential lots in this lot size category and zoning 

district are allowed 1,500 square feet of accessory 

building area – 27.72.120(d). In order to exceed 1,500 

square feet in accessory building area, no more than 250 

square feet and no building larger than 250 square feet 

can be in the setbacks, and cumulative accessory area 

cannot be larger than the house.



Lot: 17,277 sf.

Zoning District: R-3

House: 2,800 sf.

Existing Accessory: 670 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 2,800 sf. 
670 
sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

2,130 
sf.

Cumulative accessory building area in excess of 1,500 

square feet cannot exceed size of house for this lot size 

category and zoning district – 27.72.120(d)(3). In order to 

exceed 2,000 square feet in accessory building area, no 

more than 250 square feet and no building larger than 

250 square feet can be in the setbacks, and cumulative 

accessory area cannot be larger than the house.



Lot: 43,148 sf. (0.99 acres)

Zoning District: R-2

House: 1,450 sf.

Existing Accessory: 1,520 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 2,000 sf. 

1,520 
sf.

480 

sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

All residential lots in this lot size category and zoning 

district are allowed 2,000 square feet of accessory 

building area – 27.72.120(d). In order to exceed 2,000 

square feet in accessory building area, no more than 250 

square feet and no building larger than 250 square feet 

can be in the setbacks, and cumulative accessory area 

cannot be larger than the house.



Lot: 44,172 sf. (1.01 acres)

Zoning District: R-1

House: 2,180 sf.

Existing Accessory: 1,500 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 5,000 sf. 

3,500 sf.

1,500 
sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

The maximum accessory building area in this lot size category 

and zoning district is 5,000 square feet – 27.72.120(d). In order to 

exceed 2,000 square feet no more than 250 square feet and no 

building larger than 250 square feet can be in the setbacks.



Lot: 139,558 sf. (3.2 acres)

Zoning District: AGR

House: 2,200 sf.

Existing Accessory: 4,640 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 8,000 sf. 

3,360 sf.

3,100 
sf.

1,200 
sf.

340 sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

The maximum accessory building area in this lot size category 

and zoning district is 8,000 square feet – 27.72.120(d). In order to 

exceed 2,000 square feet no more than 2,000 square feet of 

cumulative accessory buildings can be within the setbacks.



Lot: 189,700 sf. (4.4 acres)

Zoning District: R-1

House: 2,466 sf.

Existing Accessory: 2,130 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: 5,000 sf. 1,500 
sf.

630 
sf.

2,870 
sf.

Text Amendment Example Scenario

The maximum accessory building area in this lot size category 

and zoning district is 5,000 square feet – 27.72.120(d). In order to 

exceed 2,000 square feet no more than 250 square feet and no 

building larger than 250 square feet can be in the setbacks.



Lot: 508,359 sf. (11.7 acres)

Zoning District: AGR

House: 1,200 sf.

Existing Accessory: 30,050 sf.

Total Potential Accessory: No Maximum

Text Amendment Example Scenario

There is no maximum accessory building area for this zoning 

district and lot size category as long as no more than 2,000 

square feet is located within the setbacks.
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