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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Liz Kuhlman, on behalf of the property owners Barry Good, Inc., requests a certificate of appropriateness
for work at Barry’s Bar, 235 N. 9th Street in the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:
235 N. 9th Street was identified as a “non-contributing” building to the historic character of Haymarket
when the district was designated in 1983.  Barry’s Bar occupied a portion of the former Nebr. Boiler
Company facility, a plain, red-brick, one-story structure reflecting a 1950s appearance.

In 1992, the owners proposed a new facade treatment, intended to resemble an Art Deco structure,
reasoning that 9th Street originally had a more “downtown/retail” character ( as reflected in the adjacent
historic Burr & Muir Building),  compared to the warehouse and industrial character of most of the rest
of Haymarket.  A “false front” second story was included to mask a rooftop deck, that was not
successfully implemented.  Overall, the appearance of the new facade as built was disappointing.

Barry’s from NNE, 1991

Barry’s from NE, 1994



New owners now propose to renovate Barry’s inside and out, including rooftop features.  A preliminary
design was shown the Commission at the May 2012 meeting.  A more developed design is now offered
for review and approval.  I have only two images and more are being prepared for the June 21st meeting,
so this report remains preliminary.

Perspective from northeast
North (Q St.) Facade

The design includes brick cladding on 9th St. and matching brick piers on Q St., between areas of another wall
surfacing.  The piers, topped with lights, are similar to the decorative piers along the 9th St. frontage of the
Haymarket Parking Garage.



Haymarket Parking
Garage, 2002

The basic argument in 1991 that changes to Barry’s do not affect a historic structure, but do affect the district
overall, was well-founded.  Similarly, the observation that  the 9th Street side of Haymarket has a somewhat
different character–historically and today–than the rest of the district also should guide both design and
review at this corner.  The Haymarket Parking Garage very successfully presents one design character on
most of the long 9th St./entryway side and a more traditional Haymarket appearance nearer the corner and
facing Q Street.  Returning the 9th St. facade of Barry’s to red brick would be very welcome.  The tall piers
capped with lights might be incongruous on 7th, 8th, or P Streets, but provide a apt connection to the parking
garage and anchor the rooftop elements.  The Commission should seek a clearer understanding of the various
rooftop features, but overall the proposal appears to maintain and enhance the character of a key entrance to
the Haymarket District.

Recommended finding: The proposed facade changes to 235 N. 9th are in keeping with
the overall character of Haymarket Landmark District.

Recommended action: Approval of a certificate of appropriateness.
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