Item 6—Agenda of March 21,2013 March 14, 2013
Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Sinclair Hille Architects, on behalf of DelRay Ballroom requests a Certificate of
Appropriateness for work at 817 R Street in the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:

The attached proposal for the small brick warehouse structure at 817 R Street, at
the north edge of the Haymarket Landmark District, incorporates two
modifications—an outdoor dining improvement along the east “alley” side (actually
a former rail spur location) and modifications to the north facade for a new
entrance vestibule and outdoor dining features, including a second story balcony.

The east improvements are set back from R Street and occur along a secondary
facade. They qualify for a certificate of no material effect, as they impact no
significant features of the building or vistas in the district.

The north improvements include a canopy structure similar to the alley feature, but
further developed as a second floor balcony. These modifications largely obscure
the original simple facade of the warehouse and while they would offer interesting
outdoor space, they constitute more of a redesign of the building’s appearance, than
a modification retaining its historic character. Staff cannot recommend this change
as meeting the district guidelines for alterations that retain the essential historic
character of the area.

The signs incorporated in the package do meet the district guidelines.

The Commission may wish to consider the degree to which 817 R, in its current
setting surrounded by two new hotels and a parking garage, has the ability to
convey the historic character of the district. At present, my recommendation must
reflect the boundaries of the Landmark District.

Recommended finding:
o The east “alley” addition fits the overall character of Haymarket and does not
impact a significant historic facade.
o The proposed signs are in keeping with the character of the district.
o The proposed north modifications obscure the historic facade and are not in
keeping its historic character.

Recommended actions:
v’ Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the signs and east
improvements.
v’ Denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the north facade balcony.
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