
Item 4—Agenda of February 20, 2014   February 14, 2014 
 
Advisory Review (to Planning Commission) 
 
PROPOSAL: 
 Bruce Stahr has requested an amendment to County Special Permit 08021 to 
increase the area permitted for events at Prairie Creek Bed & Breakfast Inn at 2400 
S. 148th Street. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
In 2008, HPC reviewed and the County Board approved a special permit for historic 
preservation for the property at 2400 S. 148th St. in Lancaster County, including the 
relocated Leavitt House from the VA Medical Center grounds in Lincoln.   The Stahr 
family has rehabilitated the house and operated the Prairie Creek B&B Inn on the 
property under that special permit, which included use of the original barn on the 
property for events and a small retail space, and use of the relocated farm house on 
the site. 
 
In seeking to rehabilitate the barn for events, the Stahrs have determined it is 
infeasible to meet building and life safety codes and preserve the character of a 
historic barn with the principal assembly space on the second floor (the former 
hayloft).  The current application seeks to amend the special permit for the B&B 
property to allow a lean-to addition to the barn, providing a larger ground floor 
footprint, where exiting and other requirements can be more feasibly provided.  
(See attached plans.)  Part of the second story beams and flooring would be 
removed to open an “atrium” effect and provide views of the high gambrel roof.  A 
mezzanine/second floor balcony area would be retained, with a reduced square 
footage as permitted by codes.   The request would expand the permitted 1500 sq. ft. 
of assembly area to 2000 sq. ft., and the permitted 500 sq. ft. of limited retail space 
to 700 sq. ft.   
 
The special permit was originally granted in support of the rehabilitation and 
maintenance of the Leavitt House.  The current request is consistent with that 
purpose.  The barn, while certainly a contributor to the agricultural setting of the 
farmhouse, is a subsidiary resource on the property.  The proposed alterations 
appear to retain the essential character of the farmstead, as historic barns 
frequently evolved with additions and extensions.   
 

 
Former Leavitt House, now Prairie Creek B&B Inn 



 
View from south of house and barn 

 

 
Golden Sunset Farm barn from Leavitt House porch 

 
 
 
 
Recommended finding: 

The requested amendment to County SP08021 remains consistent with the 
original purpose of the special permit, maintaining the historic Leavitt House within a 
historic farmstead setting. 
Recommended action:  

Encourage Planning Commission to approve the amendment to County 
SP08021. 
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