
Item 4—Agenda of March 20, 2014   March 14, 2014 
 
PROPOSAL:  
Flatwater Bistro requests a Certificate of Appropriateness murals and signs in 
windows of Hilton Garden Hotel, 801 R Street. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Flatwater Bistro is finishing their space on the upper level of the west dock of Hilton 
Garden Hotel, facing N. 8th St. south of R Street. 
 
The hotel has large storefront windows along the length of the dock, with multiple 
glass entrance doors, prepared for multiple tenants.  The new Bistro has leased the 
large majority of the upper dock space, from the south end of the building nearly to 
the north end, excluding the northwest corner, which is retained by the hotel as a 
meeting or dining room.   
 
The Bistro’s interior layout is not amenable to using all of the windows, and their 
interior finish will build walls within the southernmost space.  To retain the pattern 
of the windows in an attractive manner, the current proposal is to install murals 
consisting an enlarged photo of a rushing stream in the southern four bays. 

 
 

 
 



All of the intermediate windows would be retained as views into the restaurant, 
until the two northernmost windows adjacent to the hotel’s corner space, where 
another enlarged photo of sunset over a river would be installed, with “Flatwater 
Bistro”  inscribed on the larger pane. 

 
 
 
Obstructing storefront windows as murals should be considered on a case-by-case 
basis in Haymarket, with an assumption that such a treatment would seldom be 
appropriate immediately adjacent a sidewalk or obstructing transparency to the 
majority of a business interior.  However, in this instance the windows are located 
several feet above the sidewalk, setback the width of the dock,  and shadowed under 
a canopy roof.   In addition, Flatwater Bistro is retaining far more transparent 
windows than it is obstructing, so visibility into the establishment predominates. 
Furthermore, the sign elements of the proposal are minor, and mostly intended to 
help direct patrons to the main entrance, located immediately south of the sunset 
mural. 
 
 
 



Recommended finding: 
Based on the location of the windows in question, the contemporary nature of the 
building, and the high-quality images proposed, the murals contemporary designs 
which do not diminish any historic features of Haymarket and are compatible with 
the character of the district. 
 
Recommended action: 
Approval of a certificate of appropriateness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


