Item 3—Agenda of May 15, 2014 May 9, 2014

PROPOSAL:

James Arthur Vineyard requests a certificate of appropriateness for a sign at 801 Q
Street in the Haymarket Landmark District, and a certificate of appropriateness for
an enclosure for a wine-tasting area on the dock at the same address.

DISCUSSION:

Nebraska vineyards are allowed to offer their products for retail sale on-site at the

vineyard and off-site at one additional location. James Arthur Vineyard (JAV) is

locating their off-site retail store in the “From Nebraska” space in the former Huber

Building in Haymarket, at the southeast corner of 8th & Q Streets. They intend to

maintain a selection of Nebraska-sourced gift items, along with offering JAV wines. -
- \

Bob Norris of Nebraska Neon Sign Company discussed a concept for the main sign, a
projecting sign at the northwest corner of the building. Included in this report is the
preliminary design discussed last month. I expect a more finished proposal may be
available to the Commission at the meeting.
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The sign includes neon lettering for the main “James Arthur” inscription and routed
letters for the “Tasting Room”, with internal LED illumination lighting the cabinet
behind the open letters. This type has previously been approved by the

y_n

Commission, such as at “LeadBelly’s” kitty-corner across the 8t & Q intersection.

The second proposal
by JAV is to fence a
portion of the west
dock of the building
for an outdoor wine
tasting area. The
dock is privately
owned (vacated
street ROW) and
therefore would not
require a sidewalk
café permit, which
carries a stipulation
that a “full menu” be
offered as well as
alcoholic beverages.
JAV does not
currently have a
kitchen on site and
while they are
exploring options,
cannot currently
license the outdoor
space for alcohol
consumption, except
as a “beer garden.”
Beer gardens require
a 6’ high enclosure,
rather than merely a
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railing as is currently on the dock and most other outdoor dining areas in
Haymarket. An exception is the beer garden enclosure on the east (rear) side of the
Armour Building at 8t & O Streets.

The proposal is to remove the existing pipe railing from the north half of the dock
and replace it with 6’ tall black metal fencing with a horizontal bottom rail and two
horizontal top rails, with decorative rings between the upper rails, and fleur de lis

finials on the pickets.
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Iron Horse Park is the only area of the district with comparably tall fencing
enclosing a “people place.” There the combination of a low brick wall, brick piers,
and an open-design metal railing creates a pleasant definition of the park space,
separate from the sidewalk and streets. If the JAV fence is permitted, perhaps the
simple black design, with minor decoration of the rings and finials, is the best
approach, because a park-like monumental fence atop the concrete dock would be
incongruous.

A preferable solution would be to resolve the regulatory issues and permit the wine
tasting area to operate in the manner of a sidewalk café. Urban Development Dept.
staff is assisting in this endeavor. If this is not successful, JAV requests permission
to install the taller fencing.

Recommended finding (sign):
The proposed sign is compatible with the overall character of the Haymarket
historic district.

Recommended action (sign):
Approval of a certificate of appropriateness.

Recommendation on fencing:
Receive update on efforts to permit wine-tasting area with “sidewalk café” type
railing.
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