
PLANNING COMMISSION RECORD
Briefing Session

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Wednesday, April 27, 2005, 12:15, Room 113,
PLACE OF MEETING: First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street,

Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Jon Carlson, Gene Carroll, Gerry Krieser, Roger 
ATTENDANCE: Larson, Dan Marvin, Melinda Pearson, Mary Bills-

Strand, Lynn Sunderman and Tommy Taylor.  Marvin
Krout, Kent Morgan, Steve Henrichsen, Duncan Ross,
David Cary and Teresa McKinstry of the Planning Dept.;
and other interested citizens.

STATED PURPOSE Staff briefing on the Comprehensive Plan Annual
Review

Steve Henrichsen stated that he distributed the Planning Commission Review Edition of the
City of Lincoln’s draft six year Capital Improvements Program (CIP) for FY 2005/2006 -
2010/2011 to the Commissioners today, but they will not be briefed on it until May 11, 2005.
Materials for the Comprehensive Plan update were also handed out today.  This is the
three year milestone from when the Comprehensive Plan was adopted.  There are 7
proposed amendments in the update this year.  

Henrichsen stated that Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05003 is a cleanup to note
some trails that have built in the last year or so, and a minor adjustment to the Dead Man’s
Run Trail.  It is generally in the location as was shown on the plan.  This is to provide more
specifics.

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05004 is for the paving of S. 82nd St. between
Panama Rd. and Hickman Rd.  This project is shown on the county map.  The main
purpose is the viaduct on S. 68th St. will be replaced and S. 68th St. will be closed.  Traffic
will be re-routed to S. 82nd St.  It made sense to pave S. 82nd St.  This amendment comes
forward from the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners.

Carroll wondered if the specifications for county roads were changed.  Henrichsen doesn’t
believe the specifications were changed.  This will be a county road project. 

Henrichsen continued that Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05005 is a request from
North HIlls Neighborhood.  This is to change the classification of Fletcher Ave. from 4 lane
to 2 lane.  Right-of-way has already been obtained and some portions have already been
built.  Some in the neighborhood have been concerned about that street being a detriment
to their neighborhood.  All land north of Fletcher Ave. has been shown as commercial.  All
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along, Fletcher Ave. has been planned as a 4 lane road.  It provides a good circulation
route and will provide some relief to Superior St. 

Marvin wondered if traffic counts warrant a four plus one road configuration on Fletcher
Ave.  Is this a project in the proposed Capital Improvements Program?  Henrichsen doesn’t
know if it is listed in the CIP, but traffic counts in the future will warrant the four plus one
configuration.  David Cary noted that the engineering design is underway. 

Henrichsen stated that the next 4 amendments deal with priority designation or commerical
and industrial land use.  

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05007 is an area that was in the previous
Comprehensive Plan review, but was withdrawn.  This is a request to change the
designation from Priority B to Priority A.  Staff is recommending denial of this application.
The streets and water mains necessary are not available yet in this area.  The roads are
county gravel.  There is a lack of infrastructure in the area.

Marvin wondered how far away the property is from the water line.  Henrichsen replied
there is at least 3 miles of water main that would need to be extended.  

Henrichsen continued that Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05008 is a request for
land in the southwest portion of the future service area.  This is an area that is shown in the
future service limit.  There is a coalition of property owners represented.  They would like
to be upgraded from Priority B to Priority A.  It doesn’t make any sense to designate just
a sliver of property and it would require a brand new trunk line to serve this area.  It would
be a very substantial cost.  Also, a site specific commercial center is not appropriate at this
time.  There is not a continuous network of arterial streets.  

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05009 is a request on the northwest corner of Hwy.
77 and the Interstate.  The applicant has requested designation of the land use as light
industrial and a regional size commercial center.  This would be the size of South Pointe
or Gateway.  They would like to move it from Tier II to Tier I in Priority A.  It is not in the
future service limit.  This is next to the city landfill.  Staff is recommending approval, but of
something different than what is being requested by the applicant.  Staff is only
recommending approval of what can be drained.  Staff believes the regional community
center size is not appropriate for the site but light industrial would make sense.
Infrastructure is a good mile away.  Traffic impacts would need to be looked at.  It is
worthwhile to look at as an employment center.  

Carlson stated that it seems employment centers get designated and then are not used.
Is there something we can do to make them more attractive?  Marvin Krout replied that staff
is hoping that a partnership with the Chamber of Commerce will be productive.  Carlson
wondered if we have talked to our Senators about a Tech Belt.  Krout replied that he is not
sure Tech status will be the driving force.  
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Marvin wondered if this is the particular property that someone was looking at for a drag
strip.  Henrichsen replied that Mark Hunzeker indicated to him that is no longer an idea for
this property.  

Larson wanted to know about the boundaries for this project.  Henrichsen replied that
staff’s approval is driven by the drainage basin area.

Henrichsen continued that Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05011 is a request by the
Lancaster County Agricultural Society for 14 acres of commercial development.  This was
previously an application before the Planning Commission which was denied.  Part of the
space is in the flood prone area.  There are concerns with traffic impacts.  A 6,000 seat
arena is shown on the applicant’s plan.  Parking for a 6,000 seat arena would be a concern.

Marvin wondered about the status with the Lancaster County Event Center sign.  Krout
stated that they are still in violation of the federal requirement.  One of the interests is to
have a commercial zoning category that would allow off-site advertising along with the
revenue that it would bring in.  Henrichsen stated that the advertising on the sign is now
only advertising products that are available on the site.  

Krout stated that this has stirred some strong feelings.  It is important for different entities
of government to get together.  Downtown should remain and be enhanced as the
entertainment center of the community. 

Duncan Ross stated that there are 33 indicators in the Community Indicators Report.  This
is the third year we have completed this report and it is different from previous years.
There are five key indicators.  The first one is Indicator 3, County Migration Trends.  The
county grew at a lower rate than in previous years.  The average annual growth rate was
1%.  Another key indicator is number 6, Ratio of Lincoln to Lancaster County Population.
We are still on target with the indicator.  Indicator 13 relates to Lancaster County Business
and Commerce Employment and Establishments.  This is a category we have been able
to create from the data.  This has not been growing as indicated.  Indicator 14, Lancaster
County Industrial Employment and Establishments, is not performing as we had anticipated
also.  There are new companies starting up.  Indicator 15 is Lancaster County Employment.
As of 2000, there were a couple of lean years for employment growth.  This was much
lower than anticipated.  The data for the last year seems to be more positive.  There are
many other indicators in the report.   Staff has tried to give you an idea of what has
happened in the past.  

Marvin wondered about the difference between Indicator 15, Lancaster County
Employment and Indicator 16, Lancaster County Civilian Labor Force.  Ross replied that
the labor force is the potential work force.  
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Pearson finds the comparisons helpful.  It would be nice to have information from a state
or national level.  Is it a trend, how much of an issue is it?  Ross replied that the information
provided will raise a lot of questions.  

Krout believes the report is full of interesting and relevant information. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa McKinstry
Office Specialist
Planning Department
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