
BRIEFING NOTES

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, March 24, 2010, 12:00 p.m.
Room 113, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska

MEMBERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Michael Cornelius, Dick Esseks, Wendy Francis, Leirion
Gaylor Baird, Roger Larson and Jim Partington.  Jeanelle Lust,
Lynn Sunderman and Tommy Taylor absent.

OTHERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Marvin Krout, Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Steve Henrichsen, Logan
Christy, Missy Minner, Scott Richert, Ryan Axmann, Mike
DeKalb and Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department;
Jeff McReynolds, GIS Program Manager; other interested
parties. 

STATED PURPOSE 
OF MEETING:

Web-Based GIS and Other Web Applications

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.  

Marvin Krout began by stating that the Geographic Information Systems/Information
Technology (GIS/IT) division in the Planning Department is responsible for a lot of
information needed for reports, the Comprehensive Plan and public information.  Nicole
Fleck-Tooze introduced Ryan Axmann and Missy Minner of the Planning Department
and Jeff McReynolds, GIS Program Manager.

Ryan Axmann presented a short history of the GIS Department.  GIS began with
desktop GIS which was used for data creation as well as data viewing.  This system
requires a higher level of GIS and software knowledge.  Beginning in approximately
1999, the City and County implemented the ESRI standard for internet mapping
applications, ArcIMS, to complement the already long standing standard desktop GIS
applications.  ArcIMS enabled the City and County to deliver dynamic maps and data
via the Web. 

The Planning Department has many ArcIMS sites.  Some of these contain data created
and maintained by the Planning Department, and others contain data from other
departments.  It is used extensively throughout the Planning Department.  The zoning
web map was created using ArcIMS technology.  These maps are not especially
pleasing to the eye and ArcIMS requires substantial user interaction to perform
functions such as zoom, pan, and turning layers on and off.  ArcIMS was able to provide
some very powerful and useful functionality. 

Desktop GIS is changing and evolving, but is not going away.  Data storage to SDE, an
enterprise approach that further facilitates data ownership by department and data
sharing, is being implemented throughout the City and County.



Page 2 of  2

Internet GIS is also continuing to evolve and improve with ArcGIS Server, the new City
and County standard for internet GIS.  ArcGIS Server is a more robust web mapping
application and provides a scalable platform to better deliver the wide assortment of
information the City and County provide.  Under the direction of the City/County GIS
Administrator, the Planning Department is beginning work to phase out ArcIMS
Applications and standardize ArcGIS Server Applications.

Missy Minner presented some other internet applications that are currently used to
provide information to City and County departments and the public.  These include the
Planning Application Tracking System (PATS), Project Dox and Finance Warranty Bond
Applications.  PATS was implemented in July 2007 and serves information stored in the
department’s internal application tracking database out to the public via the web.  The
Zoning Sign Application is the new ArcGIS Server technology mentioned earlier.  It is
not in the standard County/City template look and feel.  It is one of the first applications
the Planning Department migrated from IMS into ArcGIS Server.  Project Dox was
introduced in July, 2009.  It is a web-based software used to digitally submit and review
applications.  

Jeff McReynolds provided information on what the focus will be in the future.  His role
as GIS Program Manager is to work in cooperation with the goals of the GIS
Administration Team on application development and enhancement and departmental
collaboration on data creation and distribution. Other areas of focus include utilizing a
mix of desktop GIS applications and an increasing internet GIS presence; developing
applications to support internal and external processes currently in place in Planning
and other City/County agencies, and collaborating on joint data development to support
multiple applications such as the Capital Improvement Program, the Comprehensive
Plan and street networks.

He demonstrated the City/County GIS viewer available on the InterLinc web page.  He
also provided an example from Lenexa, Kansas, on CIP projects with related funding
and approval information.  A similar goal is proposed for the Planning Department.

Commissioners expressed their appreciation of the work of the GIS/IT Division and
were impressed with the applications currently available.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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