
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
for JUNE 20, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 07014

PROPOSAL: Finding a declaration of surplus property for a tract of land in conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan

LOCATION: Near S. 70th and A Street

LAND AREA: Approximately 8 to 10 acres, more or less

CONCLUSION: A declaration of surplus for this property generally conforms to the
Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A portion of Lot 54 Irregular Tract in SW 1/4 of Section 27- T10N-
R7E

EXISTING ZONING:  ‘P’  Public 

EXISTING LAND USE:  The land is used as tennis courts, driveways, parking and open
space adjacent to Lincoln East High School 

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: Lincoln East High School P Public
South: Seacrest Athletic Complex P Public 
East: Seacrest Park and open space P Public 
West: East High parking & open space P Public 
   
ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: None

HISTORY:  Parks and Recreation Department notes that “The City acquired land for Seacrest
Park in 1961. The deed states that the land is to be used for park and recreation purposes in
conjunction with the adjoining land that was proposed for development of a high school site, to
the north, and an athletic stadium site,” to the south. 

Lincoln East opened as a Junior and Senior High School in 1967. This property was developed
as an integral part of the overall school, park and athletic field complex. There is an unusual
boundary line of City owned park land between Lincoln East on the north and the Seacrest
Athletic Complex, which is also owned by Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) on the south.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Land Use Map of the 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan identifies Lincoln East and the Athletic Complex the area as Public and Semi-Public and the
City owned land as “Green Space.”
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ANALYSIS:

1. This is a request to surplus property that is currently in use as seven tennis courts, 
driveway and cul-de-sac adjacent to Lincoln East High school. In addition, there are
several small parcels that will be transferred from LPS to the City of Lincoln as part of an
effort to better define the boundary line between the City and LPS facilities. 

2. The surplus land transfer to LPS will allow the tennis courts to be developed to a similar
standard for high school athletics as other LPS courts. It will also allow LPS to maintain
the driveway and cul-de-sac that serves Lincoln East. 

3. The City and LPS have a long history of sharing facilities and land to benefit both parties.
This facility is an excellent example of where open space, tennis courts and parking are
shared and used by the school and general public.

4. Parks and Recreation also notes that “Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds were
utilized in development of one of the sets of tennis courts in Seacrest Park. A condition of
awarding these funds is allowing public access for recreational use of the tennis courts.
This responsibility can be transferred to Lincoln Public Schools as a public agency.” 

5. LPS intends to resurface one of the two sets of the courts to a much higher competition
standard for use only for LPS competitions. The other of the two sets of courts will be
open to the public, except for when in use by Lincoln East P. E. or sports teams.

 
6. Presently, Lincoln East already has the option to reserve the courts for physical education

or sport team use. There are many other public recreation facilities that can be reserved
for specific times.

7. Over time, there have been slight changes in the use of the land, resulting in that the
1960's boundary no longer completely represents the current City and LPS land uses.
The new surveyed boundary line was determined by City and LPS staff.   

8. This surplus declaration is necessary for the City to transfer the property to Lincoln Public
Schools. In addition, the City will acquire several other small parcels of land from LPS in
an effort to create a more logical boundary between the two based on current use of the
land.  This property transfer will be entered in the LPS - City Asset Bank. 

9. On April 5, 2007, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board recommended approval of the
transfer.

Prepared by: APPLICANT: Lynn Johnson, Director
Parks & Recreation Department
2740 “A” St.

Stephen Henrichsen Lincoln, NE 68502
Principal Planner (402) 441-8265

DATE: June 12, 2007

OWNER: City of Lincoln        F:\FILES\PLANNING\PC\CPC\07000\CPC07014 Seacrest Park East High
surplus lot.ssh.wpd
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Purpose Statement: 
Comprehensive Plan Conformance associated exchanging real 
property between Seacrest Park and Lincoln Public Schools East 
High School campus resulting a net transfer of about 9.6 acres from 
City of Lincoln ownership to Lincoln Public Schools ownership 

The City of Lincoln acquired land for Seacrest Park in 1961. The deed states that the 
land is to be used for park and recreation purposes in conjunction with the adjoining 
land that was proposed for development of a high school site to the north, and an 
athletic stadium site to the south. Subsequently, East High School and Seacrest Field 
were developed, and improvements were made to Seacrest Park. 

Two tennis courts are located w~hin the central portion of Seacrest Park. The City 
constructed one of these courts and Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) constructed the 
second set of courts. Tennis teams from East High School utilize both sets of courts 
and LPS wishes to manage all of the courts so that they are on the same maintenance 
and repair schedule. A cul-de-sac is located at the east end of the drive serving East 
High School. This cul-de-sac is located on parkland. City and LPS staffs believe that 
there is benefit of also having the drive and the cul-de-sac on the same maintenance 
and repair schedule. ThUS, transfer of ownership is being proposed for the central 
portion of 8eacrest Park from the City of Lincoln to Lincoln Public Schools. In add~ion, 

a number of smaller areas of Seacrest Park and the LPS sites are proposed to be 
transferred to align the property boundaries with current and maintenance use pattems. 

Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds were utilized in development of one of the 
sets of tennis courts in Seacrest Park. A condition of awarding these funds is allowing 
public access for recreational use of the tennis courts. This responsibility can be 
transferred to Lincoln Public Schools as a public agency. LPS has agreed to allow 
public access to the tennis courts when they are not in use by high school physical 
education programs or sports teams. 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board unanimously approved a recommendation 
for transfer of the subject area of Seacrest Park to Lincoln Public Schools during their 
regular monthly board meeting on April 5, 2007. 


