
Please share any comments you have about natural resources available in or near Lincoln.
 Get the Lincoln Public Works Maintenance shops out of neighborhoods and consolidate them in an industrially 
zoned area. Sadly, although I understand the budget implications of mowing park land, the look of wildflower 
planted stream embankments and overgrown grass in our parks is a blighted look. Promote and recruit citizen 
volunteers for mowing jobs or get it back in the budget.
 We need more out in the NW corner of Lincoln (Air Park). We almost feel like the black sheep of Lincoln. We 
have no bike paths to connect us safely with Fallbrook or the downtown area. I'm an avid cyclist who enjoys 
riding to work but the path is so very dangerous heading towards the airport or Highway 34, especially in the 
dark hours around 5 a.m., I tend to not want to ride to work anymore.
 The support the city has shown for community gardens, etc., and the interest that businesses have in selling 
local produce, etc., are great!
 Access to local food keeps getting better, and I hope the city/county continue to support that. We have some 
excellent parks & trails, which is one of the main contributors to my quality of life.
 I've always loved Lincoln's efforts to improve bicycling, trails, etc., and hope to see that continue (including bike 
lanes on streets). The growth of farmers' markets and food coop programs have been beneficial.
 So, I'm paleo. Which means I try to get 80% of my food from local sources. I joined a co-op, a CSA, and plan to 
shop at the farmers market this summer. So buying my own local food is great. It's much harder to get at a 
restaurant. It'd be great to have a few more restaurants serve local food and advertise that they do so.
 In the field of natural resources, the City of Lincoln has dropped the ball and it is disgusting. 1) There is so little 
out of doors space to enjoy and what there is available is overcrowded, poorly maintained and unattractive. The 
land that is devoted to parks isn't desirable, it is some of the poorest land in the city. There are no places for 
people to get out side and enjoy, there are just weed ridden patches of un-watered grass. Get some camp sites, 
fire pits, more trees, more play grounds, dog parks, bike trails with grass next to them and not weeds. 2) 
Farmland is being continually developed into poorly planned housing developments. Please build up, not out. 
There is absolutely no excuse to see cultivated farm land being turned into gaudy housing with large, useless 
lawns. 3) The water ways through town are filthy. There is trash everywhere. Divert some money to trash 
cleanup and riparian buffers. 4) The farmers markets are full need to be more accessible by bicycle.
 Condition and access to parks continue to decline as Mayor's and Council (pushed/supported) by the LIBA-5 cut 
funding year after year. Funds used to improve the systems are either private or grants, not City/County tax 
based. Pedestrian bridges have fallen down, and others closed due to poor condition limiting access to our parks. 
Sprawling development and big box shopping have devoured farmland inefficiently while return on the tax base 
to support our public functions has been minimized. More efforts to maintain, make improvements, protect our 
farmland, and maximize our tax base return need to be accomplished.
 Lincoln has great farmers markets and ways to enjoy the outdoors!
 The farmer's markets certainly make the latter feel more available. I feel good about how easily I can access 
locally grown foods.
 -
 Lincoln has many parks to enjoy the outdoors but does not do a good job maintaining all of them. The city 
should not be preserving farmland. Farmers should be using and preserving their farmland. Farmland is meant to 
be farmed it makes no sense to try and "preserve farmland" When it makes no sense to farm it it should be 
developed or if there is demand and funds available turned into a park. availability of locally grown food - Many 
businesses and restaurants provide locally grown food. The farmers market is not only a great community event 
but it also provides locally grown food and a place for new entrepreneurs to test their market. The city and 
county need not address this issue.



 Along the hiking/biking trails, a wide swath of land should be preserved on both sides. Housing and commercial 
areas should never be built up against the trails. As soon as this happens, people begin walking down the sides of 
the embankments, eroding the ground, throwing trash, painting graffiti, dumping grass clippings, building sheds, 
and "clearing brush" by cutting trees that they don't even own. Keep the green areas green. Make a buffer zone 
between them and houses or stores. As the city grows, this is important. Those trails provide a calm, healthful 
getaway for people all over the city. They are one of Lincoln's greatest assets.
 Is it really the role of the City to make sure there is an availability of locally grown food? NO it isn't. Let the 
market place decide.
 Again let private industry create farmers markets and entertainment opportunities for lincolnites.
 The farmer's market provides locally grown food and contributes to the culture of the community a great deal.
 These are areas the City/County has focused on for years. The balance has shifted in this direction and they are 
all plentiful. There are many examples all around town with trails, focus on building upward rather than outward, 
Antelope Valley and farmer's markets all over town.
 Farmers markets and community gardens help make locally grown food available. I'd like to see more local 
products in the stores.
 Tax dollars should not be spent on food availability. Let the market handle this personal choice.
 Farmers markets are awesome. Bike trails are awesome. It would be great to have more areas like Pioneers and 
Wilderness parks though...
 Fix the bridges and make more bike paths.
 Parks funding seems to diminish each year - what does that say about our support for "Enjoying the Outdoors"? 
Lincoln needs to support parks, ball-fields and urban nature. Farmland is more a County and State issue; as 
Lincoln grows, farmland will diminish. That focus should better concentrate on food distribution rather than ag 
 As the population in Lancaster County continues to grow, less farmland will be preserved. Need more outdoor 
activities such as trails and shoulders. Need to do a better job of connecting the trails with shoulders or more 
trails as more development occurs. Appreciate the local farmer's markets.
 We have too much sprawl and this is adding to our ongoing municipal costs, as well as taking ag land out of 
production. More pocket parks would make outdoor recreation within walking distance of urban dwellers. More 
needs to be done about runoff and its impact on water quality in our streams and lakes. (I can remember when 
we could swim in Holmes Lake. Now due to runoff from golf courses, pavement, etc. that would be dangerous.) 
Nice to see the Community CROPS initiative take off, but needs more support by providing access to water for 
irrigation.
 More farmers markets like the one in Havelock would be nice. Downtown does not have adequate parking to 
host the large one. Have them in more neighborhoods.
 Let the market place determine the amount of locally grown food - if it's embraced, then the market forces will 
propel. Don't waste precious tax dollars chasing a whim!
 We need more community gardens, especially in lower income neighborhoods. We have some, but not 
anywhere near enough. Retail grocery stores are needed in close-in neighborhoods and downtown.
 We cold come up with more affordable practices which would benefit everyone.
 I utilize the parks and city golf courses on a regular basis. We are fortunate to have good courses. Unfortunately 
the 2012 drough was very hard on our courses. We cannot just let them go. There needs to be a way to prevent 
the loss of grass.
 Parks in bad shape.
 I was shocked to move here from the West Coast and find so little local food being sold. That has improved a 
great deal due to farmers' markets and CSAs.
 Except for the loss of farmland due to suburbanization, Lincoln has done very well with respect to opportunities 
for enjoying the outdoors and in farmer's markets and other ways of buying locally grown food.



 Pioneers and Holmes parks should be used more for city-wide events. Allow individuals, or companies to 
sponsor events there like Omaha does with the Maha Music festival.
 Lincoln has an abundance of local farmers markets, but Lincolnites still get 90-95% of their food locally. We 
should invest in small, local farms and food distribution systems to improve this fact. Our natural resources are 
also important:, some work is being done to improve it with LPlan2040. However, I don't know if anything's 
being done to limit urban sprawl, which depletes our natural resources and is environmentally and economically 
unsustainable. Farmland should be preserved, with preference and assistance going to small-scale farms that 
follow organic practices and are bio-diverse (not to mono-crop farms that spray petrolium-based chemicals all 
over and drive its products out of state).
 The decision to shut of water on the public golf courses was ridiculous, along with recommending that 
residential areas shut down watering completely and that both areas the grass would just go dormant and be 
revived once it rained or watering resumed. You have ruined Lincolns golf courses.
 Ignore naysayers with conspiracy theories about sustainability and Agenda 21. Natural resources must be 
carefully guarded, and Lincoln should make a sustainable future its top goal as a community. Our local farmers 
are good to us!
 Thanks for trying out vegetable gardens in certain city parks. Very innovative.
 Again who is Lincoln and Lancaster Co?
 Front-yard food gardens should be made an easy plan, with instruction or guidelines easily available. Same with 
rain gardens, rain barrels, prairie/sustainable gardens that are drought-tolerant and require little use of 
chemicals and even little mowing. Good to consider that greenspaces in commercial areas be planted only in 
native, drought-tolerant and sustainable grasses and plantings. We are long past the time of flat, green, 
square/rectangular lawns that require lots of water, chemicals and other maintenance. This is a virtual travesty 
in these new times of drought and climate change. The 'times' beg us to make changes, personally, and in the 
business/industrial/gov't properties. The idea that the newer libraries have been using is great, and certainly 
helps in other areas, such as insect/bird/pollinator habitats.
 if I do not know I check neutral
 We could use more city parks. Developers could be coaxed into setting aside land for such purposes if there was 
a trade-off of increased housing density on other parts of a land sector. We have several farmers' markets within 
the city that seem to serve their purpose well. Water as a natural resource could be better used by requiring 
plantings that require little water during the summer--no more Blue Grass (only Buffalo and deep root fescues). 
Ban the use of water for lawns.
 Community CROPS does a good job of promoting local food. It would be nice to have more retail grocers who 
insist on using local produce rather than trucking in from 100s of miles away.
 I love it that folks can now have chickens!
 I am a small business owner.. I like to buy local and I think that it should be supported and encouraged. And 
people who don't realize the importance of it need to be educated about the benefits.
 If it makes sense for food to be grown locally it will be. I don't think that the city needs to be involved in that 
decision.
 The fact these questions are being asked is an indication to me that, perhaps, the city is meddling where it 
shouldn't in many cases.
 Nebraska has plenty of farm ground. What we need is more jobs and more people to live here. give up some 
farm ground around Linocln and lets get this town moving. Get the south beltway going quick and this would 
 local food should be a huge proirity for Lincoln if we think our health is important
 We should encourage more locally grown food among other things. I think the city has actually gotten away 
from "local" even in hiring engineers, construction, etc... focus on LOCAL small businesses!
 Questions do not make sense. If you way something is not important then you ask how the city is doing. Stupid 
questions



 The city has no business trying to preserve farmland, or natural resources. Locally Grown Food should not be a 
concern of the City. The fact that you are surveying about these topics means that you are doing a poor job.
 Expansion of farmers markets and community garden opportunities would be beneficial.
 Again, it's Nebraska, there will ALWAYS be outdoor opportunities. We're not in freaking Rhode Island here. Stick 
with the parks, keep you city noses out of the rest. I like local food, but it's not the city's place to get involved 
except get out of peoples' way. let the market decide on that.
 There should be more natural areas for hiking and enjoying nature closer to downtown.
 Again - just what is the role of city government in these private activities?
 Not much of true local food movement here yet. Farmers' markets are great, but not year-round.
 One sentence...City Market in Kansas City, open all year, every weekend and more.
 Local food is one of the most important issues of our time! I go to the downtown Farmers' Market weekly and 
we belong to a CSA. Would like to see city help facilitate local food in the public schools. I use the parks regularly. 
They need to be funded--i.e. bridges of Wilderness Park replaced.
 Although all of these are very important -- it doesn't get much more important than food & clean air -- I admit I 
don't know much about what has been done to help in these endeavors.
 There are lots of natural resource areas however there is insufficient budget to support them. New 
developments could be built to be much better for conservation of natural resources (i.e. conservation design)
 Availability of locally grown food is nice...during our short growing season. We enjoy a much better selection of 
fresh fruits, vegetables, etc. now than we did in the past due to improved distribution on non-locally grown 
produce.
 On the trails one of the things I enjoy the most is the natural land and the trees, lately I have been seeing more 
and more trees coming down, making the trails less and less attractive and bland. More land is being cleared for 
"development" but then nothing comes up and all there is left is barren land.
 Locally grown produce will keep prices down and nutrition adn safety up
 Lincoln needs another Pioneers Park. The bike paths in and around the city are great, but more could be done to 
improve their usage.
 I grow as much of my own food as possible; its good to see more local foods available too. But all the other foo-
foo crap one has to wade trough at so-called farmers' markets are a waste of time.
 I love pioneers and wilderness park. We need these types of green space on every side of the city. And then 
build inward.
 We're doing okay in this area, but we should be doing better. Just like we need to stop tearing down historical 
buildings and neighborhoods. It would be better to restore than to replace, better to replace than to build new, 
and better to build new that reflects our older neighborhoods, rather than the build homes and businesses that 
are only concerned with accomidating automobiles, rather than the people that live and work in them. Keep 
things on the human scale.
 We need to continue to work on the above issues in Lincoln.
 Community crops and similar organizations help with encouraging growing food in an urban setting. 
Opportunities for outdoor activities other than organized sports are very important.
 We are constricted by what the market place determines and it's a challenge to encourage and foster certain 
desired outcomes



 Living near the new Antelope Valley project, I have to give high marks to the first category! It's a great place to 
walk and bike, and just enjoy the outdoors right in the middle of the city! I also still enjoy Pioneers Park, and the 
other (albeit limited) green space we have available. I do think Lincoln could use more green space; across from 
my house, for example, a house was torn down (before I moved there) and a nice little park was created. I would 
love to see one of those every few blocks. I'm anti-factory farming, so preservation of farmland is low on my list. 
I love Lincoln's farmers' markets, but I really think we could support more of them--either more locations or 
more days of the week. I know several have started up around town and not really lasted, but I think more 
resources should be directed toward the establishment of an even stronger market system. Wouldn't it be great 
to see a location dedicated to an open-air market held every day?
 I live in the Country Club area where there are many magnificent trees, but also trees that are being removed 
and not replaced. for aesthetic and environmental reasons, I would like for the city to educate citizens to the 
importance of planting and caring for trees.
 The Pioneers Park Nature Center is critically important to the education of Lincoln's young people about the 
natural world, the nature of this particular place, and all the ways the welfare of human beings is dependent on 
natural resources. It is egregiously underfunded. Instead of sticking some clumps of prairie grass in downtown 
Lincoln and calling it education about the ecosystem, the city and county need to make it possible for many 
more kids to get out to Pioneers Park and begin to understand the interrelationships and complexities of how 
the natural world works.
 I love the farmer's markets and I think there should be more of an emphasis on attending and their availability. I 
think Lincoln does a good job of showing people the availability of the outdoors in a place where a lot of people 
believe there is no, or little, opportunity to do so.
 Please give any kind of support possible to the courageous entrepeneurial organic farmers in the area.
Trash, glass, animal poo
None
Love the Farmer's Market
We need a permanent farmer's market (year round)
Lincoln does well with bike trails. More of parks need to be mowed so people can use them. Not to many people 
walk or picnic where grass and weeds and trees are knee deep.
Open space is attractive., Good that city is expanding in all 4 directions.
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