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There have been a lot of ques-
tions about getting neighbaor-
hood watch signs put up in
neighborhoods. We under-
stand the importance of this in
any neighborhood watch group.
Due to budget constraints we
are being forced to look at
some other options of how to
handle this task. This takes
meetings with other city de-
partments and lots of deci-
sions to be made. This is never
easy. | have heard your com-
plaints and concerns and | am
pushing to have a resolution to
this problem. | will keep you
updated and let you know as
soon as | have an answer.
Thank you for your patience
and understanding.
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Door to Door Sales

When asked to come out and speak with Neighborhood Watch
groups one of the biggest topics | get asked questions about is
door to door sales. There seems to be a lot of people who are
unsure about what is legal and what they need to ask for. | prefer
that people do not come to my house to sell items, and | feel the
same concerns that citizens do. | think

money to have every salesperson get a permit. You CAN be
denied a peddler's permit. If you are local the permit lasts 1 year,
and this is a very cost effective way to advertise or do business. If
you are a travelling sales person this is not so cost effective as
they are generally only in Lincoln for a few days hitting certain

we all know that people are supposed to
have permits to come to our doors, but
we are not sure what they look like, and
we really are not sure what to look for
on the permits. | decided to look into
this a little more to try and answer some
of the main questions | get.

The first permit, featured above to
the right, is a Solicitation Permit. Peo-
ple would use this permit if they were
asking you to purchase something from
a charitable organization. The most
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common example of this would be Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts. A Solicitation Permit is issued by the
organization, such as Girls Scouts of America— Nebraska, then
copies can be made of the permit. These copies can then be
distributed to the Girl Scouts going door to door. The permit is
good for one year, and at the end of the year the organization has
to complete rather extensive paperwork to show the results of the
sales.

Generally, citizens ask when they can know whether someone
at their door is from an organization that can be trusted. If they are
representing themselves as a charitable organization and are

neighborhoods. If they have 10 people in their ‘team’, this would
cost $250 just for permits. They do not want to get these permits
because they do not plan to stay in town, and therefore it is not as
cost effective for them to do so.

Most people know to ask for a permit when someone comes to
their door. Make sure to check for what kind of permit they have
(Peddler or Solicitor), who the licensee is (name of organization or
peddler), and expiration date. Some people claim to be afraid to
ask for the permit. If we make this a practice in Lincoln that you

are always asked to provide your
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permit when going door to door then
that is what people will expect to have
to do. Others say that they are afraid
to call the police because they are
afraid that they will come back to their
house later. In general, the people
who go door to door without permits
are not local citizens. They are young
adults that are with a traveling sales
group. They are dropped off in neigh-
borhoods by their boss and then
picked up at a designated spot at the
end of the day. They do not know
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going door to door, they should have a Solicitor's permit or a copy
of one. The areas to check on the permit are the name of the
organization (Licensee) and the date to make sure it is not expired.
Of course, if you are still unsure then my advice is to just not pur-
chase from them.

The second permit, featured above to the left, is a Peddler's
Permit. Someone would use this permit if they were going door to
door to sell products or promote services. These are issued to
INDIVIDUALS. Each person that is out going door to door has to
have their own Peddler’'s Permit. They must have an original
permit with them and a copy of the permit does not count. These
permits cost $25. Most of the time if you have a group that is trying
to promote business or make sales and they are not a local busi-
ness they do not want to purchase permits. It takes time and

where they are, and sometimes | am
not sure that they even know what city they are in. Also, they are
going door to door to everyone on your street. The salesperson
will not know which house was the house that called on them
because they hit everyone.

If someone comes to your house trying to sell something, ask
for their permit. If they have one, look for the expiration date and
name. If you are suspicious of them, call the police and we can
check it out. If they do not have a permit, call the police. Thisis a
misdemeanor law violation. When you call provide us with the best
description you can (race, sex, clothing, hair, accessories). Tell us
if you see any vehicles in the area that may be associated. Usually
out-of-towners come in large vans. Let us know which direction
they were headed. Allow the officer to contact you even if just by
phone.




