
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are involved in an    

active shooter situation, 

call 911 when you get to a 

safe location. 

Try to provide the follow-

ing information to           

dispatch: 

 

 Location of the active 

shooter. 

 Number of shooters. 

 Physical description 

of shooters. 

 Number and type of 

weapons the shooter 

has. 

 Number of potential 

victims. 

 Physical description 

of the shooter(s) and 

any vehicle descrip-

tion. 

 

http://santacop.org 

Active Shooter:  

What Should You Do? 
 Unfortunately,  there have been numerous active shooter events around the coun-

try  that have been heavily covered in the media. Knowing what to do if an active shooter 

event occurs could save your life or someone else’s life. An active shooter, as defined by 

the FBI, is an individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a populat-

ed area.  

 ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

  When an active shooter is in your vicinity, you must be prepared both mentally 

and physically to deal with the situation. You have three options: RUN, HIDE, FIGHT.  

 

RUN 
 Have an escape route and plan in mind. When you go to places be thinking about 

where you would go and how you would exit should an active shooter situation occur. 

 Leave your belongings behind. Nothing is as important as your life– seconds count! 

 Evacuate regardless of whether others agree to follow. It is important to encourage 

others to come with you, but do not waste time trying to coax someone to leave.  

 Prevent others from entering an area where an active shooter may be.  

 Get to a safe spot and call 911. At your work, there may be a designated “safe spot” 

for people to run or find one of your own.  

 

HIDE 
If you cannot run because of where the active shooter is relative to your location or be-

cause of physical limitations, you are going to have to hide.  

 Hide in a room or area out of the shooter’s view. 

 Do all you can to keep the shooter from entering the room. Put a desk, chair, couch or 

any heavy object in front of the door.  The more weight/objects in front of the door, the 

more distraction for the shooter. Active shooter events only last a few minutes, so re-

member that seconds matter! 

 Turn the lights off if you are hiding in a room and silence your cell phone. 

 

FIGHT 
Fighting should be a last resort when your life is in imminent danger. 

 Have a survival mindset! You will make it. You will live. Most people who are shot actu-

ally survive. 

 Use anything you have as a weapon. Improvise weapons, i.e. Chairs, Scissors, hot cof-

fee, glass objects, fire extinguishers-to name a few.  

 Fight as a group and commit to your actions– your life depends on it! 

 

 

When    
Police     

Arrive…. 
Police priorities are to stop 

the threat, assist the injured 

and evacuate the area. 

 Remain calm and follow 

instructions. 

 Keep hands visible at all 

times. 

 Avoid pointing, screaming 

or yelling.  
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