
1 

 

BURGLARIES PERSIST:  Most recently there was a string of burglaries to several churches. Plus, we continue to have 
residents victimized because they leave their overhead garage doors open and homes unsecured. Though the reports 
have persisted we have had some success in arresting the burglars. After raising public awareness with the help of local 
media, a citizen who lives near a neighborhood church called the police when he heard suspicious noises. Three young 
men were arrested after they were found hiding in a nearby back yard. Similarly an open garage burglary was cleared 
after the victim alerted several second hand stores that his golf clubs had been stolen. The thief was nabbed when he 
tried to sell the clubs at a store. Being aware and calling the police when suspicious is obviously the answer! 

NEIGHBORHOOD FESTIVITIES 
 

On Saturday, July 30th, Gaslight Village had a neighborhood gathering in their 
commons area. The participants were able to visit with fire fighters from 
Engine 10 and Engine 14, engage in some yard games and enjoy grilled 
hotdogs with chips and sodas. A police officer was also there to promote 
Neighborhood Watch and to continue our mission of increased communication 
between neighbors and the police department. These kinds of activities are 
highly encouraged by Neighborhood Watch. Participation creates a stronger 
sense of community between neighbors and a stronger bond against crime. 

THE 27th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
On Tuesday August 3rd numerous groups participated in the annual National 
Night Out. The hot and humid day was the first of several that had high heat-
index warnings but that did not stop several neighborhoods from getting 
together to continue or reestablish their crime prevention mindset. A viable 
Neighborhood Watch group should recognize the value of meeting together 
on a regular basis so they can maintain that connection and familiarity with 
each other. Please consider participating in “Project 365” by making a goal, as 
a group, to impact something in your neighborhood. 
Thank you to all of the Neighborhood Watch groups who took the time to 
participate and to the team area officers and firefighters who made the effort 
to connect with these groups.  

Check on-line at:   
www.nationalnightout.org  

 
or click on the previous issue of  

“The EYE” at:  
 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/police/
pdf/10summereye.pdf 

13th & F neighbors included a garden 
market as part of National Night Out 

Ofc. Jason Brownell shows off his new 
Dodge Charger LPD cruiser to some 

neighborhood kids 

Sgt. Dan Reitan greets families 
during 13th & F Street festivities 
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ACTING ON SUSPICIONS 
Neighborhood vandalisms took an upswing in the latter part of the summer. 
There were repeated vandalisms at Hawthorne School, most recently on July, 
9th and July, 18th; and a string of vandalisms through neighborhoods during the 
weekend of September 11th to the 12th (coincidentally the Idaho Vandals 
football team was in town to play the Huskers that same weekend!). Some 
neighbors heard suspicious noises in the early morning hours and made a point 
to look outside to see what was happening. Several witnesses got a vehicle 
description that remained similar even through different areas of town where the 
vandalisms were occurring. The fact that several people reacted to the sound of 
suspicious activity and were also willing to call the police greatly increases our 
odds of catching the “bad guys”. 

Ofc. Matt Tangen tapes a CrimeStoppers 
television spot with KOLN/KGIN to raise 

awareness about recent vandalisms. 

LOCAL NARCOTICS ACTIVITY 
   If you are following police activity through our web-site or from CrimeMapping.com you will potentially see a number 
of drug related incidents. However, the icon associated with narcotics related crimes may be misleading about what 
that incident actually entails. Right now, in Lincoln, 75% of the incidents designated as narcotics offenses are related 
to marijuana and its associated paraphernalia. Some of those marijuana related incidents have been very extensive. 
(http://journalstar.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_472ea74e-329a-11df-bb03-001cc4c002e0.html) 
   The recent discovery and associated arrests with major grow operations have been huge in regards to the scope of 
the investigation and the amount of dollars involved. If they had not been arrested, the persons responsible had the 
potential of netting millions of dollars in income from their enterprise. 
   Marijuana grow operations have been occurring inside homes in a variety of neighborhoods in Lincoln. Citizens’ 
awareness has been crucial in the discovery and investigation of these locations. The grow sites have been in homes 
where no one is actually living. Clues may include seeing one or two people making frequent trips to and from the 
house; the windows may be shuttered or covered up from the inside; there may be signs of moisture or high humidity 
from inside the house; there may be extra ventilation or fans moving air from the house; and, there is a possibility of 
electrical power diversions so that electricity is drawn from another source. 
   Neighbors who become suspicious of any activity similar to this should report it to the police department or through 
Crime Stoppers. As with most of our neighborhood crime we rely on citizens to be our “eyes and ears” and 
communicate to us what they see so we can impact it together. 
 
The Narcotics Unit is an interagency task force composed of officers from the Lincoln Police Department, Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office and the University of Nebraska Police Department. The Narcotics Unit works cooperatively with 
several other State and Federal agencies. In 2009, the Narcotics Unit seized an estimated $822,760 in illegal 
substances and property. 
 

NARCOTICS UNIT 2009- 

CASES INVESTIGATED: 502 

FELONS ARRESTED: 312 

MISDEMEANANTS ARRESTED: 148 

ESTIMATED STREET VALUE OF SUBSTANCES SEIZED: $699,272 

ESTIMATED PROPERTY SEIZED: $123,488 

ESTIMATED TOTAL VALUE SEIZED: $822,760 

CRIMESTOPPERS! UPDATE 
Crimestoppers continues to be a very successful program for Lincoln and Lancaster County.  From January to the 
beginning of September 2010, over 1,200 Crimestoppers tips have been received, resulting in over 200 cleared cases 
and $7000 in reward money paid out.  This is already well past the 136 cases cleared for the entire year in 2009.  This 
is certainly due to both the success of the new lincolncrimestoppers.com website, and the media partnership the 
Lincoln Police has with 10/11 news, Three Eagles Communication, and the Broadcast House.  Crimestoppers remains 
an easy way to leave an anonymous tip about crime information, and possibly earn a reward.  Tips can be called in to 
475-3600, can be left online at lincolncrimestoppers.com, or they can even be texted in. Just text LNK402 and your 
tip, and send it to CRIMES.  Keep those tips coming!  
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2010 THROUGH OCTOBER 2010: 
The total number of calls for service, citywide, is at 109,710 which is up slightly compared to this same time frame in 2009. The 
number of residential burglaries is down 13% and commercial burglaries are down 15%. Practicing good security habits at home 
and at the work-place help to prevent those incidents. Larceny from auto reports have remained consistent due in part to a 
vandalism/larceny spree that occurred in several neighborhoods toward the end of October. The total number of traffic accidents 
has gone up 4%- the only team area that went down in the number of reported accidents was the Southwest Team. Team 
officers and the Traffic Unit continue their efforts to raise driver’s awareness but we still really need citizens to improve their 
driving awareness and habits. Limiting distractions and focusing on the task of driving seems to be the main areas that drivers 
are lacking. One of the biggest year to date increases we have seen is in the number of reported frauds. This year through 
October there have been 1,738 fraud reports. Last year through October there 1,052 reports which is a 65% increase. Many of 
the frauds occur after credit cards or debit cards have been stolen. Keeping those items secure would help limit the number of 
frauds occurring. It is always good to routinely check your bank or credit statements and balances. 

SUMMARY OF REPORTED CRIMES-between 1-1-2010 and 10-31-2010 

Police Calls - 19,398 
Residential Burglaries - 170 
Commercial Burglaries - 69 

Larceny From Auto - 502 
Traffic Accidents - 1,209 

Police Calls - 19,648 
Residential Burglaries - 166 
Commercial Burglaries - 54 

Larceny From Auto - 504 
Traffic Accidents - 1,335 

Police Calls - 21,299 
Residential Burglaries - 117 

 
Commercial Burglaries - 33 

Larceny from Auto - 254 
Traffic Accidents - 1,331 

Police Calls - 24,741 
Residential Burglaries - 233 
Commercial Burglaries - 37 

Larceny from Auto - 433 
Traffic Accidents - 1,099 

Police Calls - 23,114 
Residential Burglaries - 242 
Commercial Burglaries - 65 

Larceny from Auto - 566 
Traffic Accidents - 2,264 
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   LARCENY FROM AUTO PREVENTION 
The Lincoln Police Dept. once again conducted its successful Crime Free 
Dollars program at Lincoln’s public high schools in cooperation with AAA.  Police 
Officers checked the school parking lots for vehicles that were locked and had no 
valuables in view. These vehicles were entered into a drawing, with a winner 
from each school getting $50 courtesy of AAA. 

The winners were: 
David Peaslee from East High School; 
Ryan Moats from Southeast High School; 
Hayden Grabast from Southwest High School; 
Tyler Hayes from Northeast High School; 
Eric Eickhoff from Northstar High School; 
Desiree Jordan from Lincoln High School. 

Congratulations to the winners, and thank you to  
AAA for helping to make this project a success! 

AAA manager Marilyn Muir and Officer  
Matt Tangen draw winning names for  

CRIME FREE DOLLARS 

NEW COLORS OF LPD 
Uniforms: 
The Lincoln Police Department is in the process of 
issuing new uniforms. LPD apparel will now be a 
navy blue shirt with police patches on both 
shoulders and navy blue trousers that do not have 
a light blue stripe on the outer leg seam. At right is 
a photo of the new uniform look compared to the 
previous. There will be a gradual changeover in the 
look as new shirts and trousers are ordered on an 
“as needed to replace” basis. 

Cruisers: 
The Lincoln Police Department cruisers also acquired a graphics make-over 
with new black and white logos. The new designs were made in conjunction 
with a University of Nebraska graphics design class. The design incorporates 
Lincoln Police lettering with an LPD badge facsimile on the front fender. 

New Dodge Charger cruiser New Ford Escape Hybrid cruiser 

The “EYE”  

Crime information in your 
neighborhood: 

To get a report directly generated to 
your e-mail address go to:  

www.CrimeMapping.com 
 

 Investigate crime activity by type, 
location or time period. 

 

 View crime activity around a 
home address, school or business. 

 

 Capture a snapshot of activity and 
create a report for more detailed 
information. 

 

CrimeMapping.com will aid you in 
staying informed about the kinds of 
police related activity going on in your 
neighborhood. By signing up for this 
service you will automatically receive 
updates that are directly correlated to 
the daily reports Lincoln Police are 
taking. All you’ll need to do is check 
your e-mail. 

LINCOLN’S ALARM REGISTRATION ORDINANCE 
Across the nation, the growth of alarm system ownership has resulted in a tremendous amount of false alarms. The 
response to false alarms has created an additional burden on our law enforcement agencies. Nationwide, approximately 
99% or more of all the burglar alarms police respond on are false. The city wants to substantially reduce the number of 
false alarms so an alarm registration ordinance has been implemented. All persons who use alarm systems in their 
homes, buildings or any other structure they own, lease, or contract for, must provide their name and information to the 
City of Lincoln. There is a fee  associated with the registration that offsets the city’s administrative costs of the program: 
Business alarm fee is $100, or $70 if a commercial alarm company is used; Residential alarm fee is $60, or $40 if a 
commercial alarm company is used. After the initial registration this year, all alarm businesses and users must renew 
their application in January of each even numbered year. Renewal fees are the same amount as the initial permit. 
 

You can register on-line at www.lincoln.ne.gov or at www.crywolf.us/lincolnne. Failure to register your alarm could 
result in a fine. 
 

The City of Lincoln's alarm registration ordinance helps law enforcement by providing current contact information when 
alarms occur and helps reduce the number of false alarms officers are called to answer, leaving them available to 
respond to other crimes. 


