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Tuesday August 3rd, 2010 is time for the 27th annual National Night Out. 
Between now and National Night Out 2011, all National Night Out participants are asked to designate a particular 
'problem area' in their communities. It could be anything from a park overtaken by drug dealers, to a gang problem, to 
a graffiti problem, to expanding Neighborhood Watch, to a particular block or neighborhood plagued by crime, drugs 
or violence. 
The goal will be to work towards correcting that problem within an estimated "365" days - or, in other words, by 
National Night Out 2011. 

What Types of 'Problem Areas' should we consider for "Project 365"? 
It is completely up to each individual NNO coordinating agency or organization. Select a crime or safety related 
problem that when removed, will help to make your community, neighborhood or block a safer, more desirable place 
in which to live. Most importantly, from Night Out to Night Out, document the results. 
Initially, the suggestion would be to start small. Designate a problem or problem area that has a reasonable chance of 
being resolved or eliminated. Here are just a few suggestions: 
 A park plagued by crime, drug dealers, underage drinking, etc. 
 A poorly lit corner where crime and drugs are prevalent. 
 Expand the number of Neighborhood Watch groups in your community. Target those neighborhoods that have    

been traditionally tough to organize. 
 Residential burglary. Pick a section of your community that is having a problem. Implement an auto theft   

protection program. Track the results. 
 Robbery. Select a section of stores that have been hit recently. Institute a robbery reduction plan and track the 

results. 
 Clean up a "problem area". Remove illegal trash piles, broken bottles, graffiti, abandoned cars, trash-filled vacant 

lots. A year long clean-up campaign can help reduce or eliminate existing problems. 
Information provided by Nationalnightout.org 

Burglary Awareness 
The number of residential burglaries has gone down by about 17% when compared to 
the previous year but in February there was an upswing in how many reports the police 
department received. A number of the most recent burglaries to homes occurred during 
the daytime hours when residents were away from their house. LPD would really like to 
increase the level of awareness in neighborhoods and emphasize that residents be alert 
to suspicious people or behavior in their area. We would also like neighbors to focus on 
watching out for each other by communicating with one another and keeping an eye out 
for everyone’s property. Garage doors left up, entry doors left unlocked and property left 
out unsecured continue to be the main targets for the burglars and thieves. 
By following some simple rules, you can reduce your chances of being the victim of a 
crime: 
 Lock your doors! Unlocked doors are an invitation for a thief to commit a crime.   
 Draw your shades at night, and leave a few lights on if you are going to be gone. 
 Do not open the door for a stranger. Talk through the locked door. 
 Ask for identification from all repair persons or any non-uniformed police officer. 

Call to confirm their employment if you are uncertain. 
 If your home has been broken into, don’t go in. Call the police from a nearby 

phone and wait for them to arrive. 
 

Remember: Any time you feel suspicious that a crime could be occurring in your 
neighborhood call for the police to investigate. 

Officer Tim Abele works with 
David Jespersen and KOLN/KGIN 
to produce a home security and 
awareness video as part of the 
CrimeStoppers program 
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EXPANDING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH AREA 

 
 
We are fortunate in Lincoln to have several public green-spaces accessible throughout the city. These public spaces 
include our parks, gardens, pools, recreation centers, trails and golf courses. If you enjoy some of these features in or 
near your neighborhood please consider them as part of your “watch” area. If you see suspicious activity occurring in 
these areas approach it in the same way as you would if the activity was happening next door at a neighbor’s house. 
It is important to maintain appropriate use at our public parks to keep them open and approachable to those they are 
designed to serve. For example- if your area park has an aggregate or rubber play surface with structures designed 
for children up to age 6 or so we should not allow or encourage the 16 to 19 years olds to use it as a “hang-out” area 
where they may engage in behaviors not appropriate for that space. Try to be aware of suspicious adults near areas 
children would use, if you see graffiti, or other vandalisms, be sure to report it to the police or the parks office. Above 
all take advantage of these spaces and enjoy them- legitimate activities there will discourage any illegitimate use. 

IF IT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE... 
Fraud related reports are up almost 25% from last year. They are everywhere– on the street, at your door, in the 
newspaper, in your mailbox, over the phone, and on the internet. Frauds seem to proliferate especially in times of 
economic downturn and hardship. Scams that we have had reported in our area include charity related frauds, lottery 
scams, job-site scams, internet auction site scams and service or repair type scams. If you are involved in any of 
those kinds of activities be very aware of who you are dealing with. If you wish to donate money to a cause make 
sure you are dealing with a legitimate agency. If you receive notification that you’ve won a lottery and they want you 
to send money to them first– don’t do it! Remember that foreign lotteries are illegal in the United States. If you are 
seeking employment be sure to do some research before giving personal information to someone on-line or through 
a newspaper ad. On-line auction sites, similar to E-bay and Craigslist, continue to be one of the largest platforms that 
scam artists use. Any time you are asked to provide your personal information (Social Security or any other account 
numbers) or to send money out of the country be very suspicious. Take time to think it through, ask someone you 
know and trust for their opinion, and then notify the police department if you think it is a scam. 
The Nebraska Attorney General Office has a number of excellent resources through their Consumer Protection 
Division at http://www.ago.ne.gov/consumer/ ; or at the Consumer Protection Hotline:  (800) 727-6432. 

The following list is a set of “red flags” that should raise 
your level of suspicion that what ever is being offered to 
you could be a scam: 
You’ve “won a prize,” or “a prize has been reserved 

for you.” 
You’re asked for your Social Security number or 

personal financial information, such as your bank 
account number. 

You must “act immediately” or lose your chance for a 
special offer. 

You must spend money to “reserve your free gift” or 
“pay shipping for your free gift.” 

You’re promised “fantastic financial returns” or “risk-
free investing.” 

You’re told that a “legal loophole allows people in the 
know” to profit from a “one time only situation”. 

You’re asked for your credit card number and 
expiration date “to make sure you are a credit card 
holder”. 

You’ve been “selected to receive” a special offer. 
You’re asked to donate to an agency that sounds like 

a well-known charity. 
You’re asked to give to an organization that sounds 

like it is linked to a public agency. 

We have had an exceptionally long and hard winter in 
our area. Heavy long-lasting snows and ice have taken a 
toll on our homes, sidewalks and streets. Many people 
will be looking to have repairs or improvements made in 
the ensuing Spring and Summer months. This need will 
also entice less than credible persons who want to  take 
advantage of the situation. Con-artists will try to talk you 
into doing work on or around your house that does not 
need to be done or that will never be completed. The 
Federal Trade Commission provides some tips that 
should leave you suspicious about potential contractors: 
It could be a scam if they- 
 Solicit door to door. 
 Offer discounts for finding other customers. 
 Just happen to have material leftover from a 

previous job. 
 Accept only cash payment. 
 Ask you to get the required building permits. 
 Does not list a business number in the local phone 

directory. 
 Pressures you for an immediate decision. 
 Tells you the job is a demonstration. 
 Ask you to pay for the entire job up front. 
 Offer exceptionally long guarantees. 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JANUARY THROUGH DECEMBER 2009:    The Lincoln Police Department ended 2009 having 
responded to 128,925 calls for service. The number of calls was almost even to 2008 with only 862 more calls this past year. 
Residential burglaries remained consistent from the previous year with only a 1.1% increase. Burglaries were down for most of 
the first part of the year but gained enough later on to equal the number in 2008. We will continue to stress good home security 
because several of these burglaries can be directly attributed to garage doors being left open and entry doors unlocked. 
Commercial burglaries saw a 7.3 % increase compared to 2008– commercial strip areas and new construction accounted for a 
lot of these offenses. Larcenies from vehicles stayed just about even with 2008. We did see a decrease in thefts towards the last 
half of the year. We had some success in educating the public about key areas cars were being left such as trail heads and 
parks. Police projects that focused on those areas also yielded some arrests of the thieves by our officers. The number of traffic 
accidents stayed almost even with 2008 showing an overall decrease of 1.6%. The number of injury accidents went down 3.2% 
however, unfortunately, the number of fatalities remained even at 6 deaths due to traffic accidents. I would once again 
encourage people to focus on their driving skills and maintaining awareness around them while decreasing distractions. 

SUMMARY OF REPORTED CRIMES-between 1-1-2009 and 12-31-2009 

Police Calls - 22,763 
Residential Burglaries - 196 
Commercial Burglaries - 80 

Larceny From Auto - 638 
Traffic Accidents - 1,428 

Police Calls - 22,163 
Residential Burglaries - 218 
Commercial Burglaries - 83 

Larceny From Auto - 527 
Traffic Accidents - 1,551 

Police Calls - 25,419 
Residential Burglaries - 166 

 
Commercial Burglaries - 57 

Larceny from Auto - 274 
Traffic Accidents - 1,562 

Police Calls - 29,667 
Residential Burglaries - 333 
Commercial Burglaries - 36 

Larceny from Auto - 624 
Traffic Accidents - 1,402 

Police Calls - 27,337 
Residential Burglaries - 318 
Commercial Burglaries - 98 

Larceny from Auto - 644 
Traffic Accidents - 2,773 
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CALLING THE POLICE: 
 

 If there is an emergency, or possibly an in progress crime - CALL 911 
 
 If a crime occurred, is already over, and no one is in danger- CALL 441-6000 
 
 If you need information related to previous cases, information about police services, or questions in general - CALL 441-7204 
 
When you call, stay on the line and try to answer all of the operator’s questions - they are trying to get as much information as 
possible to relay to officers who are on their way to you 

  Mostly true Mostly false Don’t know 

If I were sick I could count on a neighbor to run an errand for me.    

If I have to be away from home for a day or two, I know a neighbor will keep an eye on my place.    

There is very little my neighbors and I can do to change things around here.    

Crime in my neighborhood is more of a problem than in nearby areas.    

If I had to borrow $25 in a real emergency, I could turn to someone (not a family member) in this 
neighborhood. 

   

Children and older people feel free to move about safely.    

My neighbors and I don’t talk about community problems and how to solve them    

                             Neighborhood Checkup Survey 
This is a National Crime Prevention Council survey intended to help neighbors gauge the level of interactivity your group has, spur 
conversation, and to assist in identifying topics in your area that your Neighborhood Watch Group could have an impact on. 
 
1. In general, has the neighborhood become a better or worse place to live in the past year, or is it about the same? 

__ Better __ Worse __ Same __ Don't Know __ No Answer 
 
2. In general, do you think this area will be better, worse, or about the same a year from now, as a place to live? 

__ Better __ Worse __ Same __ Don't Know __ No Answer 
 
3. Please indicate whether each of these statements, in your view of the neighborhood, is mostly true or mostly false. If you don't 

know, please feel free to note that: 

The “EYE”  

4. For each of the following, is the situation in your neighborhood adequate, a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or a relatively 
small problem, compared with a year ago? 

 Adequate Big Problem Somewhat 
problem 

Small Problem Don’t know 

Crime      

Schools      

Noise      

Trash      

Shopping      

Traffic      

Residents      

Poor maintenance      

Vandalism      

Unsupervised children      


