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 Neighborhood Watch was started in Lin-
coln in November of 1981.  It was started as a way 
for neighbors to impact the crime in their areas by 
being proactive and educated as a group.  Neigh-
borhood Watch members are asked to be the eyes 
and ears for the Lincoln Police Department as we 
are not able to be everywhere all the time.  We 
currently have 405 active groups in Lincoln.  Our 
hope is that we can educate our Neighborhood 
Watch members to be the best witnesses possible.  
This way they will recognize evidence and signs 
that a crime is or is about to be committed.  We 
hope that through crime prevention education our 
members will be more conscious of crimes and 
take steps to prevent them from happening to 
them.  Three things must exist for a crime to be 
committed; Ability, Desire, and Opportunity.  If we 
eliminate the opportunity then less crimes will be 
committed.  Don’t make yourself an easy target by 
allowing the criminal an opportunity to commit a 
crime against you.   

 We have noticed a few areas where we 
have had an increase in reports or arrest from last 
year that you should be aware of.  We have seen a 
6.5% increase in felony assault reports with 35 % 
increase in arrests being made.  There was a 17% 
increase in residential burglary reports but also a 
41% increase in arrests.  This means that even 
though we had more burglaries we were able to 
prove who did it.  We saw an increase of 108% in 
felony child abuse cases.  This could be due to 
different types of crimes being reported and our 
ability to collect electronic evidence.  There was  a 
12.5% increase in robbery reports with a 27% in-
crease in arrests.  There was a 47% increase in 
terroristic threat arrests and 29% increase in arrest 
for use of a weapon to commit a felony.  Of note, 
there was 28% increase in property damage mo-
torcycle accidents.  This is an interesting statistic 
because this means that motor cycles involved in 
accidents are not resulting in an injury but just 
property damage.  This could be due to a higher 
use of motorcycles in general.  The greatest 
change we saw was with regard to Forgery, Fraud, 
and Scam cases with an increase of 317%.  This is 

the greatest new trend we are experiencing with 
the use of credit cards, checks, and identity by the 
criminal to make purchases, open accounts, etc.  
There was a 66% increase in Forgery cases alone 
being investigated.  Make sure to run credit reports 
at least every year and check your accounts fre-
quently for unauthorized activity.  Keep track of 
your check books and close accounts that you no 
longer use.   

 We have also noticed some decreases in 
crime worth noting as well.  We have a 100% 
clearance rate for weapons violations along with a 
5% decrease overall.  We have seen a 16% de-
crease in auto thefts, 18% decrease in trespassing, 
15% decrease in disturbing the peace, 33% de-
crease in Minor in Possession cases.  There was a 
9% decrease in shoplifting cases with an 81% 
clearance rate.  This is very impressive and no 
doubt due to the increased number of security 
systems in stores.  We are able to post the pictures 
online on the crimestoppers webpage 
(www.lincolncrimestoppers.com) and the public 
can then anonymously identify the individuals.  We 
believe less people are shoplifting probably be-
cause they know that they will get caught and be 
arrested.   

 We also talked about our movement for-
ward with the sign committee.  There are several 
great possibilities on the table right now.  We are 
hoping to be able to come to a conclusion soon.  
Thank you to everyone for their patience as we 
start a new process that has many logistics that 
need to be worked out.  We understand this is 
important to all of you and want to come to a con-

clusion that works for everyone. 

 If anyone has a questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me by phone (402-441-
7261) or email (lpdwatch@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov).  Our 
best source of recruiting new coordinators is 
through our current members.  Please be looking 
for other great citizens to join this worthwhile effort.  
If someone shows interest, please, give them my 
contact information.  Also, don’t forget to sign up 
for crime alerts at www.crimemapping.com! 

WE WANT TO JOIN 

YOU!! 
If you are having a NATIONAL 

NIGHT OUT gathering, let us know.  
National Night Out is intended not 

only to bring your neighbors  

together, but, also, to build           

relationships between the police 
and community.  Let me know by 

email or phone that you are    

having a get together and we will 

have an officer from your area 

stop out to your gathering.   

 

Call : 402-441-7261 

Email: lpd-

watch@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov 
 

You do not have to be a  

Neighborhood Watch Group to take 

part in this great event.   

 

National Night Out 

August 6th, 2013 

www.natinoalnightout.org 


