
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from August 13, 2013 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Julie Diegel, Barb Fraser, Marynelle Greene, Elaine 
Hammer, Delrae Hirschman, Dalyce Ronnau, Beth Thacker, Bill Wehrbein, Michael Wylie. 
. 
Staff Present:  Barnie Blum, Mike Brienzo, Terry Genrich, Mike Heyl, Lynn Johnson,. J.J. Yost 
Others Present:  Bob Boyce, Damon Hershey. 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed by recognition of the Open Meeting Act. 
 
Approval of July 9, 2013 minutes: Motion to approve the minutes with one correction was made 
by Dalyce Ronnau moved and seconded by Elaine Hammer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Pioneers Park Trail project should be under construction by the middle of September.  The 
contract has been awarded.  The Department is currently removing the asphalt and trees that will 
be impacted. 
 
Jamaica North Trail.  Looks like Jamaica North will be out to bid in the middle of October 
providing everything goes as planned. 
 
Wilderness Park North Bridge – We are under contract for the design phase working with Olsson 
Associates. 
 
Boosalis Trail is out to bid with them opening a week from Friday. 
 
The contractor that installed the solar lights at the Hammer Bridge will not return phone calls.  JJ 
is looking at working with an engineering firm to see if they can possibly help. 
 
We have been busy raising sections of concrete along the trails that have sunk throughout town. 
 
Old Business 
 
N Street is getting closer to being on budget. 
 
Mike gave an update on the Bike Challenge. 
 
On Complete Streets, there is going to be a meeting with the Mayor on Thursday to discuss the 
memo.  Many departments have signed on.  It is going through as an Administrative Regulation. 
 
Mike Brienzo gave an update on TDM that has been worked on since December of last year.  A 
draft report is nearing completion with a public meeting on that.  It will be posted in a couple of 
weeks and members of PBAC will be notified.  Efforts will be made to implement programs that 



will encourage alternate modes of transportation.  Efforts will be made to coordinate with other 
agencies to make this work.  The comprehensive plan encouraged development of this plan.  One 
of the big issues with bicycling to work or school is a ride home in case of inclement weather. 
 
The sign committee met.  A handout was provided of where the committee felt we needed kiosks 
and wayfinding signs.  Please let Terry know if you have any suggestions or changes.  The 
committee felt we needed mileage on each sign so riders knew how far it was to the different 
facilities on the signs. 
 
There was considerable discussion on the south beltway regarding accommodations for bicycles.  
There is a concern about the access of bicyclists and how they get from the north to the south 
side of the Beltway, especially along Highway 77 and east along Hwy. 2.  Mike handed out a list 
of comments and said there are a number of organizations missing from the list including the 
City, GPTN and Lincoln Bicycle Club.  If folks are concerned about the access, they need to let 
NDOR know.  There was discussion on what the letter to the Mayor and NDOR should include 
the issues were identified.  Two things are critical including the Freeway Issue and the fact the 
design needs to accommodation bicycles and pedestrians.  It was suggested to re-do the letter and 
send it out to the committee for final approval before forwarding to the Mayor. 
 
There was discussion of the need to develop a coalition between Lincoln and Omaha to address 
some of these bicycle issues. 
 
It was moved by Beth Thacker and seconded by Bill Wehrbein to re-do the letter to better explain 
the position the city should take regarding bicycles and the South Beltway and moves the 
important issue to the top.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
There was discussion of inviting someone from NDOR to the next PBAC meeting and inviting 
other organization as well. 
 
It was reported that following a count of bicycle racks in the downtown, there are racks for 178 
bicycles. 
 
New Business 
 
David Pesnichak has been working on a plan to install bike/ped counters at various locations on 
the trails and “N” Street.  The plan he has developed will be submitted to the next MPO 
committee meeting.  Funding will be an issue. 
 
The city will be applying to the Recreational Trails Program to renovate the Billy Wolff Trail 
between 27th Street and Randolph.  The application is due September 6, 2013 and a letter of 
support from the committee is recommended. 
 
Elaine Hammer moved and Dalyce Ronnau seconded to support the application by the city for 
this project.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 



Jordan Messerer reported the University is going to have bike parking available for football this 
year. 
 
Barb reported she received a letter back from Randy regarding the Rapid Flashing Beacon and 
that they still need to get approval back from Federal Highway before they can install. 


